EUROPEAN COUNCIL AT CORFU

24 - 25 JUNE 1994

PRESIDENCY CONCLUSIONS

INTRODUCTION

The signature at Corfu of the Treaty on Accession and the participation of the Heads of State or Government from Austria, Sweden, Finland and Norway in the work of the European Council constitute an important new landmark in the history of European integration(…)

III. CO-OPERATION ON JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS

1. Racism and Xenophobia

The European Council condemns the continuing manifestations of intolerance, racism and xenophobia and affirms its determination to step up the fight against these phenomena.

It welcomes the joint Franco-German initiative against racism and xenophobia in which it is proposed in particular to:

= constitute a Consultative Commission composed of eminent personalities charged with making recommendations on co-operation between governments and the various social bodies in favour of encouraging tolerance and understanding of foreigners;

= develop a global strategy at the Union level aimed at combating acts of racist and xenophobic violence;

= set up training efforts for officials in those parts of the national administrations most concerned by these phenomena.

The European Council invites the General Affairs Council to examine the mandate, composition and status of the Consultative Commission proposed in the Franco-German initiative and report to the European Council in Essen on the interim results of the work of that Commission. It invited the ministers of Justice and the Interior to report on their work at the next European Council in Essen. Finally, it requests that current work in the Education and Social Affairs Councils in this field should be speeded up in the light of the Franco-German initiative.

Finally, the European Council approved a detailed timetable and work plan with a view to the adoption by the European Council by the end of June 1995 of an overall strategy of the Union (Annex III) (…) 

ANNEX III

Implementation of the Franco/German initiative

against racism and xenophobia

Timetable and work plan

18/19 July: Detailed mandate, composition and status of the Consultative Commission to be decided by the General Affairs Council. Essentially, this Commission could be charged with making recommendations, geared as far as possible to national and local circumstances, on co-operation between governments and the various social bodies in favour of encouraging tolerance and understanding of foreigners.

July to : Work in the preparatory bodies for the JHA Council in fields coming under its responsibilities, on the basis of the joint Franco/German initiative, the conclusions reached by the Council at its meeting on 29 and 30 November 1993 and the working document from the Greek Presidency. () 

28/29 November: Interim report from the Consultative Commission to the General Affairs Council on the results of its work.

30 November: Report to the JHA Council on the progress made and on other specific measures deemed appropriate, on the basis of the discussions undertaken during this period.

9/10 December Presentation to the European Council in Essen of the reports of the General Affairs and JHA Councils.

March 1995: Examination by the JHA Council of the results of the work done pursuant to Title VI.

April–May 1995: Establishment by the General Affairs Council of an overall Union strategy aimed at combating racist and xenophobic acts of violence on the basis of:

– the final report of the Consultative Commission;

– the views expressed by the Council in its various specialized formations.

June 1995: Adoption by the European Council of the draft overall strategy of the Union.

