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Abstract
This contribution analyzes the associationism as geographic theme and describes behaviours of social groups in the space. The paper outlines a analysis with considering the localization, diffusion, action range of the associationism.
The  link between associationism and  emigration is illustrated, and emphasis is put in Italian emigration associationism. Indeed, the phenomenon of  Italian emigration is  large and emigrants  are partners of the Italian Associations in the world.

A  case   study is analyzed: associationism of  an italian region emigrants. The Molisani  emigrants associations  are became institutional references and organize a continued network of contacts and relationships with the origin land.
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Methodological Premise

In this paper we will deal the theme of group association from a geographical point of view in order to analyse the behaviour across geographical space of human groups which unite having a particular symbol or value as their unifying principle. The theme is analysed by looking at the available geographical literature and as an object of study of social and cultural geography with the aim of offering guide-lines in order to be able to treat the subject more systematically through a methodology which, from the point of view of quantity, takes into consideration its  diffusion and range of action and which, from the point of view of quality, considers the importance of social relationships which are able to bind members together even across great distances. Within the general topic of Group Association we will look at a specific aspect: associations formed by immigrants in their land of emigration. 

The  topic is treated concretely  by analysing the choices, the behaviour, and the relationship between groups of emigrants from the Italian region of Molise. The analysis has been made by utilizing all the data relating to group associations and their activity; the data itself has been treated statistically because quantitative data can also permit an evaluation of the qualitative aspect of the phenomenon. The case study shows in a very concrete manner, therefore, the theoretical context proposed in the first part of the study.

1.Concept of Group Association
The tendency to form groups is deeply rooted in man, because a group, with self-formed and self-given rules, can better pursue its objectives.  “Group Association can be considered as an evident effect of man's attachment to territory and the ongoing existence of forms of nomad clans. Association based on solidarity manifests itself  in full with the advent of  farming societies.” (Bonani,1989, p.1146) ¹.

If the basic element is solidarity, this can manifest itself in different ways, given that, in  archaic societies, one must meet the primary need of  sustaining the members, while in evolved societies it can be applied to specific contests: political, economic and cultural. 

 According to Sombart (1951), this phenomenon is initially connected to blood-relationships and to the relationship with neighbours in order to establish reciprocal aid agreements in the event of danger or emergencies; it evolves through time by interacting with economic and social needs as well as religious beliefs.  Furthermore,   in  modern society, it also adapts itself to the existence of new models of life -  no longer concentrating on blood-relationships, but adapting to the disappearance of the patriarchal family and the traditional community, with the aim of searching for a common identity on the part of those who belong to the group.

Group Association develops from below, it  expresses itself  through meetings and assemblies which permeates the community and develops a sense of fraternity and solidarity.  This development is connected to the nineteenth century  as part of the development of the democratic process as mentioned by Toncqueville.  According to the latter, in fact, an opinion  represented by an group assumes a  clearer and  more precise form. It’s supporters look to it to depend on and to involve them in their cause; it obliges its members to get to know each other and zeal for the group’s cause leads to an increase in its numbers.  A group association  melds together diverging energies and inspiration and is vigorously directed towards a sole, clearly established, end (Toncqueville, 1969).

Toncqueville referred to  the development of  American democracy  and the propensity its inhabitants have  to form ‘group associations’.  For this, the most ostensibly democratic country of the world, seems to him to be  the one in which the men of our time have reached  the highest level of perfectionism in the art of pursuing  together the common desired aims, applying this new technique to the most widely varied  aims( Toncqueville, 1969).

In reality,  Toncqueville’s reflections and the American example  permeate the European society of the nineteenth century, because ‘group association’ has become the meeting place of mutual knowledge  and of  apprenticeship for the democratic process, a form of solidarity and of discussion.

"Group Association’ in all its forms was a condition of democracy while its lack qualified the political situation or any legislative interventions as illiberal" (Taricone,2003,p. 23)¹. Its development accompanies European societies in their following the example of  American society, influencing the different and varied social layers present in a given society. Group Association  reveals the human will’s desire to form homogenous groups with a common value or symbol at bits centre which serves as an identifying character. The group, despite the fact that its members have other relations based on blood, social ties, and are active in varied contexts, possesses a transversal strength which is sustained by rituals whose aim is to keep the association a living reality.

  These groups structure their existence in time and space by maintaining cohesion, guaranteeing  aid to its members, and establishing itself as a point of social, political and cultural  reference towards  the outside.

The advantages of Group Association are: equality between members, the possibility of continual expansion, and the overcoming of physical, political, administrative and economic divisions. In this way a social force is created which is able to compete with other institutions and which can emerge thanks to precisely chosen behavioural, social and cultural options.

1.1 Group Association in geography

This topic has received and is receiving attention from the geographical point of view,  more specifically the socio-geographical -  the sector that studies  human behaviour across space.  The importance of group association for the defence of civil rights was noted by Reclus in the 18th century, who invited people to unite. However,  the full appreciation of group association is due to Toncqueville in the work we have already noted, as he identified these forms of  social union with the  characteristics typical of American society.

In the literature dealing with geography the topic is often found linked to social geography as in the works of Mayer et al. which analyse the strength of the social groups according to modifications in space.

“Socio-geographical behaviour is researched through the study of social processes and  geographically active economics aims,(…)  The problem is pivoting towards the tendency of changing the existing spatial structure that depends essentially on a populations behaviour.  Much attention is dedicated to the processes that have originated from the transformations which have arisen from differing spatial situations”(Mayer et al, 1983,p.63) ¹. Interest is turned towards social group behaviour in space through analysis of the  forms of dwelling, of professional development, of traffic flow and mobility.  

Nevertheless, despite some aspects being treated thoroughly, "the finalized spatial effects of these associations, that is, of these interest groups, is still little studied in geography.  The effects of their actions in the environment could have been indicated in the research made of agricultural geography"( Mayer et al, 1983,p.63) ¹ for the study  on cooperativism.
In reality, to draw attention to this form of aggregation or union and community, it is also appropriate to take into consideration Ley(1983)  who, in  social geography, has highlighted the social dimension of man. "The model man adapted from Ley is absolutely social,  his model lifestyle is inter-subjectiveness "(Copeta,1986, p.22) ¹.  According to Ley, the study of  groups and a comprehension of the social processes  involved in their formation and in their function, is the necessary basis  for the development of a real social geography (Copeta,1986).

The behaviour of groups is similar to that of communities as described by Claval. These communities have aims and values in common and equality between members who have shared interests as in the lobbies.  
Any social geography that is concerned about comprehending human and cultural behaviour, is beneficial to  the reflections made by Claval, about the formation of communities of men.  Group Association forms a part of the relationship existing between the horizontal types that require reciprocal trust and a strong feeling of belonging to a  strongly cemented group with particularly close relations (Claval, 1996). Furthermore, the author reminds us that  a strong small group in which  members are united by mutual trust relationships,  can multiply by swarming or widening itself to enclose a high number of persons who are joined together by fundamental cultural traits (Claval.1996).

Group associations  are proposed  as expressions of community forms, they are social groups that  interact, they behave in similar ways and develop the points of references for their own functions.

Therefore,  it is possible to approach the geographical analysis of  group association by taking into account the localization, the diffusion, the width of the range of action and the identity of human groups,  evaluation being based  on  a value or an ideal  other than that of motivation. In the same way, according to the indications given by Pierre George, group  association  implies an organization  founded on  spatial relationships,  given that in this type of space, relationships and contacts are established between  the environment and the exterior world  and are divided into different levels:  local, inter-regional and inter-continental(George, 1966).  The cultural traits, in this case, are founded on the identity of place of origin, consenting an organization of the communities on the basis of  common interests that  need to reinforce their own memory and their own (multiple) belonging to more territories -  all of which can be achieved by group association.  In the same way, the inter-subjective  network, constituted by the associations, tends to construct spatial connections   of a wide range. 

As far as the specific nature of associations born of emigration is concerned, King (1995) has shown how emigration creates particular forms of social relations in space and forms personal social networks. When immigrants arrive in a new country they tend to unite and retain their particular identity and they try to maintain contacts with their country of origin. Consequently association based on emigration can be seen as part of the emigration process itself and as a type of link that the emigrant creates between his country of origin and  the country of arrival.

1.2  Italian Emigration  and  Group Association

Putnam(1993) demonstrates, in his study of civic traditions in the Italian regions, that Italy is a privileged territory in the area of experiences of  autonomy in the Middle Ages; but the fermentation of associative life is significant in the 1800's  with the birth of the mutual  aid society.  For some aspects, the Italians can well be  considered equal to the   Americans, above all in one specific case, when group association combines with another significantly important phenomenon: emigration - giving birth to a unique solid form of   association between emigrants

"The phenomenon of  Italian emigration in the world today involves, according to the up-dated statistics of December 2000, more than one and a half million Italians: in fact, a total of 1,560,861 are partners of the Italian Associations in the World, according to a census from the consolidated business affairs"(Colucci,2001,p.418) ¹.

 Groups of emigrants are privileged objects of geographical study and are appropriately studied in their movements from one territory to another; nevertheless, we would like to highlight the following: the formation of those emigrant  communities that are united through the formation of  associations and which consider their original identity a value to be maintained.  The phenomenon of  Italian emigration, in the traditional sense, is exhausted - "having originated in active communities of our compatriots and who are producers of great phenomenona of transformation of scenery and of economic integrity in their land of settlement, as well as creating social and territorial effects notable in the land of departure”(Ruocco,1996,p.16). ¹

Group Association becomes in this way a representative element  of the twofold bond that emigrants establish with the land of settlement as much as with the land from which they departed, and, according to King, emigration is a human relation between the places - the place of departure and the place of arrival and of settlement"(King,1995).

The experience of association becomes fundamental in emigrants, starting from those immigrants in America who first discovered its value. At first,  association was  supposed to unite the emigrants who were confronted with work needs,  owners and health needs. Association, however, also became an instrument of defence, as well as being a way of remembering  their culture of origin and connection with the past. Emigrants find themselves in a land different from their homeland and try to find forms of aggregation which will permit continuity "between  the domestic walls". Associations are thus an interface with other cultures  and  an aid to social and professional settling in.

The process of forming groups intensifies and  is strengthened in the second half of the 1900's due to the institutionalizing of  associations of emigrants and as a consequence of the role they acquired,  not least because social-cultural relations are re-established with their land of origin.

According to this view, associations of  emigrants are born as a form of  memory defence and as an interface with other societies; as a social reality it revitalizes, in  post-modern society, by  the spread of new citizenship rights, in fact "from the legislative point of  view, it is interesting to note that associations of emigrants have taken advantage of the recent benefits approved in Italy as a third economic factor and have changed status and  denomination to that of  Onlus"(Colucci,2001,p.428) ¹.

Associations therefore highlight the relationship between individuals and the communities lived in, which develop through a flow of people, means and goods that cross physical borders, and prefer to choose  regional  identity as a symbolic element considered more representative  than national identity in establishing relations between the places of  origin and those of destination.

These groups present "spatial behaviour of particular relevance" (Mayer,1983,p.73), ¹ in that they are structured as a single cohesive unit with specific activity and established socio-cultural relations with the native land.

It is necessary to distinguish between the first forms of association created between the end of the 1800's and beginning of the 1900's and the consolidated experience after the 1950's.  The first phase is that of a form of mutual aid between emigrants for support, mediation, and protection in the land of immigration. The second phase goes beyond the dimension of groups created to deal with emergency or difficult situations  and acts as a connection to the places origin; due also to the creation of  administrative  Italian   Regions from 1970 on, which have been acting as a local intermediary with the communities abroad. Their recognition by these local  institutions and the possibility of having interlocutors, has stabilized  world associations that have a dual function: to maintain cohesion within the communities and to cast a stable bridge across to the land of  origin.

The process has became more interesting given that the Italian regions, thanks to their autonomy, have been watching their emigrants and the associations they have formed with more interest.  The process has been homogeneous: the Italian regions have granted official recognition to the associations,  they have published laws in favour of the emigrants and the associations, they have institutionalized regional conferences that periodically allow meetings between the delegates of the associations and the Italian administrators.

In this way, the emigrant associations have imposed themselves as an institutional reference point that facilitates dialogue with their region of origin, develops stable activity,  organizes an interlinking network of contacts and relationships with their land of origin, and possesses  a  wide range of action.

In the Cd-room (2000), edited by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs,  associations of Italian emigrants are reported to be overall about 850 clubs. Some Italian regions, such as Sicily or Veneto, are represented by about 100 associations, others, such as Calabria and Campania, by about 60, others - Abruzzo, Tuscany and Trentino, by about 40.

 Specifically, every region distinguishes itself by creating particular initiatives:  Puglia, for its institution in 2000 of the General Council of  Pugliesi in the World.  In Veneto, the Youth Confederation of Venice in the World,  is coordinated  in Padua by the youth of  Venetian origin residing abroad. Many regions, such as Siciliy, Marche, Abruzzo and Molise have  modified  and approved regional regulations in favour of the emigrants and of their associations; others such as Piemonte and Campania are specialized in systematically organizing tourist exchanges. 

1.3 A    Case   study: the  "Molisano" association of emigrants

The Molise, land of emigration, is an emblematic case study, because its emigrants have created  well-constructed associations that are structured in an elaborate way in different countries, establishing  a strong  tie with the land of origin.

The "Molisani" have repeatedly followed the following pattern in creating associations: initially  the basic network to facilitate the movement and  settlement; then building the foundations of a society for mutual-aid, finally they have constituted associations with regional identity as a central value, for the post-war period and the future.  

The extensive emigration phenomenon of this region ( ..… ) has favoured the formation of communities  that represent the "Molisani" in the world.  The numbers of which have been quantified: about 120,000 are "Molisani", according to a local monitoring research made in 2001 of  residents in North and South American countries, Australia and Europe (Carbone,2001).

The associations maintain a link to each community,  as well as with the region of origin and possess a multi-membership identity, in fact, the emigrants define themselves as "Molisani" of Australia, "Molisani" of Venezuela or of Canada.  The development is connected to the evolution of the Italian regional authorities which became autonomous since 1975,  and have since then followed with interest the Molisani communities via increasingly frequent and continual contacts. Full legal recognition granted by the regional authorities  in 1989 has been a positive move and many associations have been registered by the regional authority.

There are about 143 Molisani associations  in the world  with  5 federations according to the information of  the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Regional Authorities.  Based on specific studies each federation gathers many associations.

The localization and the diffusion of associations is evident in  Figure 1: in Canada, The United States of America, Brazil, Venezuela and Argentina; on the other side of the world – Australia, and their presence in Europe - specifically in Germany, Belgium, France, Great Britain and Switzerland (Figure 2).  In Canada the associations have given light to two federations, The Federation of the Molisani Associations in Ontario (FAMCO) whose main office is in Concord, and that of Quebec (FAMQ) -  main office in Montreal - which are  commercial partners of  the region of Molise. In Argentina  the associations are united in a Federation, URAMA, which is established in Mar De Plata.

In The United States of America the associations have re-organized themselves creating the Molisani federation with its head office in Philadelphia.  Finally, in Europe, the federation – COMEF- of the Molisani associations have a permanent main office in Le Louviere, in Belgium.

The phenomenon of association is prevalently urban, due mainly to the choice of the Molisani emigrants to reside in industrialized centres, for example,  in Caracas and San Paolo, Rosario in South America, in Perth and Sydney in Australia; and in Paris and London in Europe.

The associations’ activities are a means of keeping alive their own identity through recreational and cultural meetings.  The  Molise, as a region, is at the centre of their interests from multiple points of view: recreational, religious and cultural.  In fact, regular activities are organized to strengthen their own identity through the yearly meetings.  Team sports activities are also frequent.   

From  the religious point of view, there are significant rituals that recall and lead to ongoing worship of the patron saints of the country of origin;  similar rituals ore respected during festivities such as Christmas.  To conclude, we might note similar attitudes to  culture; there are noteworthy meetings that place a high value on the linguistic and folklore heritage. 

           According to Figure 3, as far as recreational activity is concerned, there are noticeable differences in the three geographic areas: associations in Europe are noticeable for their disinterest in religious meetings, while in Australia, North America and above all, South America, these are considerably important.  The annual feasts and the sports activities are  both of equal value in all the areas.

As regards cultural activities, Fig. 4 highlights the fact that in every area the associations organize meetings and conferences to inform about or favour remembrance of their homeland and its history.  They also organize temporary work experiences and language courses with mother-tongue teachers, exhibitions of hand-made products to present the gastronomic and  ancient traditions of the people of Molise..

In  European countries  cultural meetings are preferred, while in Australia  no exhibitions are staged.  In American countries space is given to all the different types as a means of getting to know  as much as possible about Molise and its traditions.

These activities do not limit themselves to the countries of settlement, and the associations aim to extend their range of action   to the countries of origin.The sense of being rooted to the land of origin is demonstrated by the fact that the associations have based their legally instituted Italian offices in different cities of the region as a point of reference for judicial administration, as Figure 5 indicates.  Indeed, all the associations and federations have a specific point of reference in their region.

In order to understand the spatial relationships which  the associations form through their actions, it is important to consider the socio-economic activities that  have been established with the region.  Figure 6 synthesizes the activities dealt with in collaboration with non-European countries: the Canadian federations have been become the commercial partners of "Molise";  moreover, all the associations organize and promote tourism, including forms of social tourism.  Finally, meetings are organized to support dialogue between the delegates of Molise and the other guest countries in which Molisani live.  The European associations also organize meetings and promote tourism of the region, also facilitating temporary return to their homeland by acting as intermediaries.

Moreover, the associations act as an interface between the countries of origin and the residing countries, establishing a continual cash-flow, meetings and forms of socio-economic cooperation. In other words, they allow  emigrants to maintain their own identity by considering it a cultural value that can harmonize with the maturing experience in their land of residence.

The meetings organized by the associations between Molise and the other countries where their emigrants reside,  allows them to live a multi-national life without conflict.

As a testimony to life's journey, in which original local identity can blend with the maturing experience of emigration, it is opportune to add the emigration of the people of Molise to other regions of Italy such as Lazio, Piemonte, Lombardy, and Veneto, and have so determined forms of national association. The associations of the Molisani, presently residing in Italy are different (Figure 7) and those in Lazio and Lombardia are particularly active.  In Lazio, the distinguished association, Forche Caudine organizes yearly, together with other groups,  “Molise Days": in order  to celebrate and exhibit local hand-made products and ancient local traditions in Rome.  The  associations of people from Molise present in Lombardy have succeeded in  opening  "Molise Point" in Milan.

A phenomenon so wide and vast is well documented by emigrants from Molise, but is similar to that of other Italians  coming from other parts of the world.  In the meantime, associations of  emigrants  from the Molise demonstrates effectively  how  these communities in the world can establish, notwithstanding geographic distance and barriers, social-cultural relations with their land of origin  and how, specifically, these associations represent the middle-man between socio-geographical groups  that have values in common. Consequently, the associations build up and represent a wide and diffuse network. 

Note

1) The italian parts of  mentioned texts are translated by Emilia Sarno
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The associations of Molisani in the extra-european countries
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Figure 1. The distribution and frequency of associations of Molisani in extra-european Countries.

Each federation gathers the number of associations indicated in brackets

[image: image5.wmf] 50

°

 N 

 30

°

 N 

 20

°

 E 

 30

°

 E 

 10

°

 W 

 40

°

 N 

 40

°

 E 

 10

°

 E 

  0

°

   

 60

°

 N 

The associations of Molisani in the european countries

[image: image6.wmf] 45

°

 N 

 40

°

 N 

 35

°

 N 

 30

°

 N 

 20

°

 E 

 15

°

 E 

 10

°

 E 

  5

°

 E 

 50

°

 N 


Figure 2. The distribution and frequency of associations of Molisani in european Countries
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Figure 3 Frequency of ricreative meetings organised by associations in different Countries


Figure 4 Frequency of cultural meetings organised by associations in different Countries
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Figure  5 The rouge mark shows the communes of region Molise where there are  the legal seats of associations
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Figure 6 Relationships between associations and region Molise

The associations of Molisani in the Italian regions



Figure 7. The distribution and frequency of associations of Molisani in Italian regions
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