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This volume is the result of a highly collaborative venture involving a multitude of partners and contributors
under the direction of the World Migration Report Editor. Work on this edition (World Migration Report 2022)
commenced in March 2020 and culminated in the launch of the report in December 2021 by the Director General
at the 112th session of IOM Council.

The findings, interpretations, conclusions and recommendations expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the
views of IOM or its Member States.

The designations employed and the presentation of material throughout the report do not imply the expression
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area,
or of its authorities, or concerning its frontiers or boundaries.

All reasonable efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of the data referred to in this report, including
through data verification. We regret, however, any data errors that may remain. Unless otherwise stated, this report
does not refer to data or events after June 2021.

This edition of the report is dedicated to the late Ambassador William Lacy Swing (1934 — 2021) and our colleague
Tuna Dalkilig (1980 — 2021), both of whom supported the WMR and gave their time and energy to its production
and dissemination.

The stories behind the photographs can be found on page v.
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Foreword

Human migration and mobility may well be age-old phenomena touching almost every society around the world.
However, they have changed over time in important ways. Examining these shifts in scale, direction, demography
and frequency can help us understand how migration is evolving, and can inform effective policies, programmes
and operational responses on the ground.

The current United Nations global estimate is that there were around 281 million international migrants in the
world in 2020, which equates to 3.6 per cent of the global population. This is a small minority of the world’s
population, meaning that staying within one’s country of birth remains, overwhelmingly, the norm. The great
majority of people do not migrate across borders; much larger numbers migrate within countries, although we
have seen this slow over the past two years as COVID-19 related immobility has gripped communities everywhere.

The COVID-19 pandemic has also highlighted the interconnections between migration and mobility, with COVID-19
travel restrictions resulting in hundreds of millions of people being unable to travel for months on end, and leaving
many thousands of migrants stranded and in need of assistance.

Migration is a complex issue. As such, it is one that can be exacerbated by misinformation and politicization to
alarming degrees. The central aim of the flagship World Migration Report is to set out in clear and accurate terms
the changes occurring in migration and mobility globally so that readers can better situate their own work. As
the United Nations migration agency, IOM has an obligation to demystify the complexity and diversity of human
mobility. The report also acknowledges IOM’s continuing obligation to uphold fundamental rights and its mission
to support those migrants who are most in need. This is particularly relevant in the areas in which IOM works
to provide humanitarian assistance to people who have been displaced, including by weather events, conflict and
persecution, or to those who have become stranded during crises, such as COVID-19.

Likewise, IOM remains committed to supporting Member States as they draw upon various forms of data, research
and analysis during policy formulation and review processes. Indeed, this is reflected in IOM’s Constitution where
the need for migration research is highlighted as an integral part of the Organization’s functions. The World
Migration Report is a flagship component of this important area of work.

That said, we also know that the key features of migration vary across different locations, and that specific audiences
(such as policy officials, practitioners, media, researchers, teachers and students) have varying information and
analytical needs when using this report to inform their work. So, in addition to the presentation of key global and
regional migration data and trends as well as salient thematic issues, this World Migration Report is supplemented
by a range of digital tools ensuring that the report does not remain on the “virtual shelf”.

| am proud to report that the World Migration Report editorial team won recognition in two categories of the
International Annual Report Design Awards 2021, in both the online and pdf categories, for the 2020 edition of
the report. Spurred on by this success, IOM has expanded the array of report materials for a digital age. The
new online interactive platform allows users to explore and interact with key data in a highly visual and engaging
way. This is supplemented by the online educators’ toolkit to support teachers around the world as they seek to
provide balanced, accurate and interesting learning materials on the fundamentals of migration and migrants for
teenagers and young adults.
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The rise and rise of disinformation about migration has meant that the World Migration Report has become a key
source for fact-checkers around the world, helping to refute false news on migration in a wide variety of places.
To assist fact-checkers, we have developed a simple toolkit to help bust key myths on migration. We are also
working with partners on the development of a digital policy officials’ toolkit to assist them in utilizing its contents
in a wide range of policy-related settings.

We are cognizant that many, including Member States’ officials, need outputs and materials in their own official
language(s). Language translation is a meaningful, practical and cost-effective way of supporting development and
technical capacity-building for those working in migration around the world. We are pleased that donors agree:
the 2020 edition of the World Migration Report was available for the first time in all six United Nations languages
(Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish), with key chapters also translated into German, Portuguese,
Swahili and Turkish. Our aim, with the support of donors from all sectors, is to increase our linguistic reach even
further for this current edition.

Extending the utility and reach of our flagship report is a particularly gratifying aspect of the evolution of the
Organization’s role and contribution to migration discourse globally. On this, our 70th anniversary, it is important
to reflect upon the ongoing need for IOM’s strong operational capabilities to support humanitarian response and
leverage migration programmatic expertise. However, what some readers may not realize is that IOM has been
one of the longest standing supporters and producers of migration research and analysis, establishing the first
scientific journal on international migration in 1961, and commencing the World Migration Report more than two
decades ago.

In this era of heightened interest in and activity towards migration and migrants, we hope this 2022 edition of the
World Migration Report and its related tools become key resources for you. VWe hope they help you to navigate
this high-profile and dynamic topic during periods of uncertainty, and that the report prompts reflection during
quieter moments. But most importantly, we hope that you learn something new from the report that can inform
your own work, be it in studies, research and analysis, policymaking, communication or migration practice.

%AZ&JJq_

Anténio Vitorino
Director General
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REPORT OVERVIEW: TECHNOLOGICAL,
GEOPOLITICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL
TRANSFORMATIONS SHAPING OUR MIGRATION
AND MOBILITY FUTURES'

Introduction

The last two years, since the release of the World Migration Report 2020 on 28 November 2019 — around three
weeks before COVID-19 was initially detected — have been unlike anything we could have imagined. It has not
been business as usual. We therefore cannot make the standard, but nevertheless truthful observations about the
tremendous benefits that migration brings to the world, about best practices for safe and well-managed migration,
and about how crises combined with misinformation can risk diverting our attention and lead to migration being
used as a political weapon.? While these observations remain valid, the most severe pandemic in over a century
has laid bare some other “home truths”. Innovation, ingenuity, skill, compassion, resilience and hope have been
witnessed time and again in responding to this global health crisis. Yet there is a sense that some of the core values
underpinning a well-functioning system of global governance® were at times reduced to rhetoric or fodder for
political “announceables”. Values such as equality, sustainability, cooperation, collaboration, tolerance and inclusion
were, at times, set aside by political and industry leaders under pressure to respond to the pandemic in a hyper-
competitive international arena. Unsurprisingly, some of those reflecting on COVID-19 impacts have called for the
return to a holistic understanding of the world and the place that humans occupy in it.*

It is within this context that this World Migration Report focuses on developments in migration over the last two-
year period, with an emphasis on providing analysis that takes into account historical and contemporary factors
— historical in recognition that migration and displacement occur within broader long-term social, security, political
and economic contexts; contemporary in recognition that we are still in many ways grappling with a significant
global upheaval caused by a severe pandemic that has tested even the most resilient systems, countries, communities
and people. While acknowledging that we will continue to experience the systemic effects of COVID-19 for many
years to come, this World Migration Report 2022 offers an initial exploration of current data and other evidence
to answer the key question, “How has COVID-19 altered migration and mobility for people around the world?”
Yet it also answers many other questions beyond a COVID-19 focus, including on important topics such as the
links between peace and migration, on disinformation on migration, on countering human trafficking in migration
pathways and on climate change impacts.

1 Marie McAuliffe, Head, Migration Research and Publications Division, IOM; Anna Triandafyllidou, Canada Excellence Research Chair in
Migration and Integration, Ryerson University.

2 See Chapter 1 of the World Migration Report 2020 for discussion of these issues.
3 See, for example, UN, 2015.
4 Gardini, 2020.
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What has happened in migration?

A great deal has happened in migration in the last two years since the release of the last World Migration Report
in late 2019. The COVID-19 global pandemic arrived at a time of heightened uncertainty brought about by
fundamental changes in technology, adding tremendous complexity and anxiety to a world that was already
experiencing significant transformations.’

COVID-19 has radically altered mobility around the world, and while there were initial expectations and
hope that the pandemic would be limited to 2020, virus strains, waves of infection and vaccination programming
issues have seen the pandemic continue through 2021. COVID-19 has become a truly seismic global event, testing
the resilience of countries, communities, systems and sectors. By the end of the first year of the pandemic,
116.2 million cases of COVID-19 had been recorded globally, while 2.58 million people had died.® In mobility terms,
108,000 international COVID-19-related travel restrictions had been imposed globally.” Air passenger numbers
dropped by 60 per cent in 2020 (1.8 billion) compared with 2019 (4.5 billion), evidence of the massive decline
in mobility globally.® Chapter 5 of this report provides analysis of COVID-19 impacts on migration, mobility and
migrants during the first year of the pandemic.

The last two years also saw major migration and displacement events; events that have caused great hardship
and trauma, as well as loss of life. Foremost have been the displacements of millions of people due to conflict (such
as within and from the Syrian Arab Republic, Yemen, the Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of the
Congo and South Sudan), or severe economic and political instability (such as that faced by millions of Venezuelans
and Afghans). There have also been large-scale displacements triggered by climate- and weather-related disasters in
many parts of the world in 2020 and 2021, including in China, the Philippines, Bangladesh, India, the United States
of America and Haiti.”

We have also seen the scale of international migration increase, although at a reduced rate due to
COVID-19. The number of international migrants was estimated to be almost 281 million globally in 2020, with
nearly two thirds being labour migrants.'® This figure remains a very small percentage of the world’s population
(at 3.6%), meaning that the vast majority of people globally (96.4%) were estimated to be residing in the country
in which they were born. However, the estimated number and proportion of international migrants for 2020 was
lower, by around 2 million, than they otherwise would have been, due to COVID-19."" It is likely that the longer
international mobility restrictions remain in place in many parts of the world, the weaker the growth will be in the
number of international migrants in future years.

Long-term data on international migration have taught us that migration is not uniform across the world, but
is shaped by economic, geographic, demographic and other factors, resulting in distinct migration patterns, such
as migration “corridors” being developed over many years (see Chapter 2 of this report for details). The largest
corridors tend to be from developing countries to larger economies, such as those of the United States, the
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Germany; large corridors can also reflect protracted conflict and related
displacement, such as from the Syrian Arab Republic to Turkey (the second largest corridor in the world). While
many long-term corridors are likely to continue to feature in the immediate future, COVID-19 has shed light on
the intensification of digitalization and the potential for greater automation of work around the world that is likely
to affect key labour migration corridors (see discussion below).

See Chapter 1 of the World Migration Report 2020 for discussion.
WHO, 2021.

IOM, 2021a (as at 8 March 2021).

ICAQ, 2021.

IDMC, 2021.

UN DESA, 2021; ILO, 2021.

UN DESA, 2021.
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Key migration data
at a glance

O]
[/@\ﬁ\' International 281 million 4 Up from 272 million
migrants(a) international migrants globally (or 3.5%) in 2019
El? in 2020, or 3.6 per cent of the
world’s population
Females® 135 million international female migrants 4 Up from 130 million
globally in 2020, or 3.5 per cent of the world’s (or 3.4%) in 2019
female population
Males® 146 million international male migrants 4 Up from 141 million
globally in 2020, or 3.7 per cent of the world’s (or 3.6%) in 2019
male population
La'bour 169 million migrant workers globally in 4+ Up from 164 million
migrants® 2019 globally in 2017
Missing Around 3,900 dead and missing globally in ¥ Down from almost 5,400
migrants® 2020 in 2019
w702 i
billion ¥ Down from
International in international remittances usD 71 9 billion
remittances® globally in 2020. Although in 2019
international remittances
/// declined due to COVID-19, the
actual decline (2.4%) was much
less than initially projected (20%)
L°.W' an.d usb 540 billion in international ¥ Down from .
middle-income remittances was received by low- and middle- usb 548 billion

A d .
countries® income countries in 2020 in 2019
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00 89 04 million 2 Up from 84.8 million

Displaced people were living in in 2019
persons displacemenF globally at the

end of 2020 (includes refugees,

asylum seekers, displaced

Venezuelans and IDPs)

Refugees® 26.4 million refugees globally in 2020 4 Up from 26 million

in 2019
Asylum 4.1 million asylum seekers globally in 2020 ¥ Down from 4.2 million
seekers® in 2019
Displaced 3.9 million venezuelans displaced globally 4 Up from 3.6 million
Venezuelans® in 2020 (not including those who were refugees in 2019

or asylum seekers)

Internally 55 million IDPs globally in 2020: 48 million 4 Up from 51 million

displaced due to conflict and violence; 7 million due to in 2019
persons (IDPs)® disasters

Y72,

7,

7

Mobilit Mobility was restricted by COVID-19,
y but internal displacement events increased

COV!DTW 108,000 coVID-19 travel restrictions New restrictions; nil in 2019.
restrictions® globally in the first year of the pandemic

Global air ) 1.8 billion air passengers globally in 2020 W Major decline from
passengers® (international and domestic passengers) 4.5 billion in 2019
Internal Internal disaster displacement events were 4 significantly up from
displacement 30.7 million globally in 2020 24.9 million in 2019
events (disaster)®

Internal Internal conflict and violence displacement + Up from 8.6 million
displacement events were 9.8 million globally in 2020 in 2019

events (conflict)®

Note:  See Chapter 2 for elaboration and discussion.
Sources: (a) UN DESA, 2021; (b) ILO, 2021; (c) IOM, nd.a; (d) Ratha et al,, 2021; (¢) UNHCR, 2021; (f) IDMC, 2021; (g) IOM, 2021a;
(h) ICAO, 2021.
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Technological, geopolitical and environmental transformations shaping
migration and mobility

The unprecedented pace of change during recent years in geopolitical, environmental and technological spheres
has led some analysts and commentators to coin or use phrases such as the “age of accelerations”,” the “fourth
industrial revolution”" and the “age of change”.'* More recently, COVID-19 has amplified the sense of uncertainty
brought about during momentous change, while also physically grounding much of the world for extended periods
of time. The pandemic has required resilience, while also offering the opportunity to reflect on our collective
futures.

Similar to other international phenomena, migration has historically been affected by seismic geopolitical events,
such as the two world wars, the Cold War, and large terrorist attacks (such as 9/11), which can mark “turning
points” in migration governance, as well as in broader discourse and sentiment.”® The COVID-19 pandemic is the
latest seismic geopolitical event, stemming from a global health emergency and, while by no means over, it has
already had profound impacts on migration and mobility globally. Existing knowledge, evidence and analyses allow
us to place new information on COVID-19 within a frame of reference as new data come to light. Rather than
looking only at the here and now, we need to be understanding change in terms of longer-term migration patterns
and processes. The significance and implications of COVID-19 can only be sufficiently understood and articulated
when contextualized and rooted in current knowledge of migration.'

It is also important to place migration and mobility within broader systemic change processes that act to determine,
shape and impede responses by governments (at different levels) and non-State actors (e.g. civil society, industry,
citizens). Key technological, geopolitical and environmental transformations are particularly relevant and help us to
understand better the strategic issues shaping the context in which people migrate, States formulate and implement
policy, and a wide range of State and non-State actors collaborate and cooperate on migration and mobility
research, policy and practice.

Technological transformations

Technological advances since 2005 resulting in the so-called “fourth industrial revolution” are profoundly changing
how social, political and economic systems operate globally.'”” We have been witnessing the rising power of “big
tech”, the increasing production capability for self-publishing of misinformation and disinformation, the race by
businesses to “digitalize or perish”, the massive increase in data being produced (mainly through user-generated
interactions) resulting in increasing “datafication” of human interactions, and the rapid development and roll-out of
artificial intelligence (Al) capabilities within business and governments sectors.'®

Digital technology is becoming increasingly crucial throughout migration. People are able to gather information and
advice in real time during migration journeys, an issue that has raised interest and, at times, concern. The use of apps
to share information and connect geographically dispersed groups has raised valid questions concerning the extent

12 Friedman, 2016.

13 Schwab, 2016.

14 Mauldin, 2018.

15  Faist, 2004; McAuliffe and Goossens, 2018; Newland et al.,, 2019.

16  McAuliffe et al., 2020.

17 Friedman, 2016; Schwab, 2016; Triandafyllidou, 2018.

18 Desjardins, 2019; Hirsh-Pasek et al., 2018; McAuliffe, 2021; Skog et al.,, 2018; Zuboff, 2019.
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to which digital technology has been used to support irregular migration, as well as to enable migrants to avoid
abusive and exploitative migrant smugglers and human traffickers.” Migrants have also developed applications to
support better integration in receiving countries, while maintaining social links and financial support to their families
and societies back home, including through the increasing prevalence of “mobile money” apps.?® More recently, we
have seen migrants develop online chatbots using machine-learning technologies to provide psychological support,
as well as to help navigate complex migration policy and visa processing requirements, although digital capture in
various migration systems of an increasing amount of personal information is raising concerns about privacy and
other human rights issues (see Chapter 11 of this report).

Other connections between migration and technology are also emerging in migration debates. As artificial intelligence
technologies are progressively taken up in key sectors, their broader consequences for migrant worker demand and
domestic labour markets are areas of intense focus for policymakers and businesses in both origin and receiving
countries.”’ Recent discussions have also turned to blockchain technology and its consequences for migration,
especially for international remittances, but also for digital identities and global mobility.2 Social media technology
is also increasingly impacting the politics of migration, with a surge of far-right activism on social media platforms
seeking to influence public debates and ultimately political decisions (see Chapter 8 of this report).

Profound technological change was deepening before COVID-19, but has significantly intensified during the pandemic,
meaning that deep digitalization of an already digitalizing world will be one of the most significant long-term effects
of COVID-19. Shaping migration and mobility systems to reduce the impacts of inequality in a world that is suffering
multiple “digital divides”? will be particularly important in ensuring implementation of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and other multilateral agreements.

Geopolitical transformations

Increased competition between States is resulting in heightened geopolitical tension and risking the erosion of
multilateral cooperation. Economic, political and military power has radically shifted in the last two decades, with
power now more evenly distributed in the international system.?* As a result, there is rising geopolitical competition,
especially among global powers, often played out via proxies. The environment of intensifying competition between
key States — and involving a larger number of States — is undermining international cooperation through multilateral
mechanisms, such as those of the United Nations.?> We are living in a period in which the core values underpinning
global governance are being challenged. The values of equity, accountability, impartiality, fairness, justice and probity
are being actively undermined, as some political leaders disregard common interest in preference for personal
interest — even if it corrodes laws, processes and institutions that have, overall, sought to advance whole nations
and peoples, without excluding or expelling some because of their inherent characteristics or beliefs.? Ongoing
and systematic corrosion, as we have witnessed throughout history, can extend to attacks on human rights and
ultimately on groups of people within societies.”

19 McAuliffe, 2016; Sanchez, 2018.

20 Kitimbo, 2021.

21 Hertog, 2019; McAuliffe, 2018.

22 Latonero et al., 2019; Juskalian, 2018.

23  “Digital divides” refers to unequal access of digital technology along economic, geographic, demographic and gender lines. See ITU,
2020.

24  Menon, 2015.

25 Natalegawa, 2020.
26  Fotaki, 2014.

27 Rawnsley, 2018.
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In rebalancing the geopolitical debate and arguing for the profound benefits of the multilateral system, many States
and the United Nations have actively progressed a number of key initiatives to deliver improved conditions for
communities globally, most especially for those most in need. Despite the challenges of a geopolitically charged
competition, some progress has been made towards achieving the SDGs,® as well as on the specific issues of
migration and displacement via the two Global Compacts for migration and on refugees.”” On the eve of the 2022
International Migration Review Forum — the primary intergovernmental platform on the implementation of the
Global Compact for Migration, including as it relates to the SDGs — preparations are well under way, with a series
of regional review processes having already been finalized across 2020 and 2021.3° A rallying cry has also been made
recently by the United Nations Secretary-General in his 2021 report Our Common Agenda on bolstering support
for multilateralism in an increasingly complex, competitive and uncertain world.3' Our Common Agenda outlines the
United Nations’ actions that are designed to strengthen and accelerate multilateral agreements (including the SDGs)
and make a tangible, positive difference in people’s lives around the world.

Environmental transformations

The intensification of ecologically negative human activity is resulting in overconsumption and overproduction linked
to unsustainable economic growth, resource depletion and biodiversity collapse, as well as ongoing climate change.
Broadly grouped under the heading of “human supremacy”, there is growing recognition of the extremely negative
consequences of human activities that are not preserving the planet’s ecological systems. In several key areas,
analysts report that the world is at or nearing “breaking point”, including on climate change, biodiversity collapse
and mass extinction of thousands of species,® while pollution is at record levels, altering ecosystems globally.®

COVID-19 has dampened human activity in key spheres (e.g. transportation/travel, construction, hospitality) enabling
a mini environmental recovery,* as well as a space to reflect on the ability of humans to achieve extraordinary
things during times of crisis. However, there is a strong sense that this is merely a pause and that human activity
will rebound once the pandemic is over, wiping out the pandemic-related benefits.®*® The implications for migration
and displacement are significant, as people increasingly turn to internal and international migration as a means of
adaptation to environmental impacts (see Chapter 9 of the World Migration Report 2020), or face displacement
from their homes and communities due to slow-onset impacts of climate change (see Chapter 9 of this report) or
experience displacement as a result of acute disaster events (see Chapters 2 and 3 of this report).

28 UN, 2021a. This 2021 progress report documents SDG progress, but also highlights how COVID-19 has resulted in major setbacks.
29 Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration; Global Compact on Refugees.

30 UNNM, 2021.

31 UN, 2021b.

32 UNEP, 2020a.

33 UNEP, 2020b.

34  Arora et al., 2020.

35 Freire-Gonzélez and Vivanco, 2020.
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Through the years: IOM marks its 70th anniversary

The year 2021 marks the 70th anniversary of IOM, providing the opportunity to reflect on the Organization and its
work, especially since 2016 when it entered into the United Nations system as a related agency. IOM is the leading
intergovernmental organization promoting (since 1951) humane and orderly migration for the benefit of all, with
174 Member States and a presence in over 100 countries. Initially established as the Provisional Intergovernmental
Committee for the Movement of Migrants from Europe (PICMME) in 1951, its role was carved out of the chaos
and displacement of Western Europe following the Second World War (see text box below on IOM’s early years).

IOM in its early years

Mandated to help European governments to identify resettlement countries for the estimated 11 million
people uprooted by the Second World War, IOM (or PICMME, as it was known then) arranged transport
for nearly a million migrants during the 1950s.

A succession of name changes from PICMME to the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration
(ICEM) in 1952, to the Intergovernmental Committee for Migration (ICM) in 1980 to the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) in 1989, reflects the Organization’s transition over the course of half a
century from logistics agency to migration agency.

While IOM'’s history tracks the human-induced and natural disasters of the past half century — Hungary 1956,
Czechoslovakia 1968, Chile 1973, the Vietnamese boat people 1975, Kuwait 1990 and the Asian tsunami
and Pakistan earthquake of 2004/2005 — its credo that humane and orderly migration benefits migrants and
society has steadily gained international acceptance.

From its roots as an operational logistics agency, it has broadened its scope to become the leading
international agency working with governments and civil society to advance the understanding of migration
issues, encourage social and economic development through migration, and uphold the human dignity and
well-being of migrants.

Source: IOM, 2021b.

Over time, IOM’s role and responsibilities have expanded considerably in line with the growing salience of migration
as a key issue in governance at the international, regional, national and subnational levels.®** What started as a focus
on logistics in support of resettling people displaced by conflict has expanded to cover a wide range issues, as
outlined in IOM’s Constitution and as shown in Table 1 below.*” Further information on how IOM has evolved as
an organization, especially since 2016, is in Appendix A.*

36 Martin, 2014.
37 10OM, 2020a.

38 Note that at the time of writing IOM’s Headquarters in Geneva was undergoing a restructure. For information about IOM’s
organizational structure, please visit www.iom.int/.


https://www.iom.int/

WORLD MIGRATION REPORT 2022 9

Table 1. Key facts and figures on IOM (1951, 2016 and 2021)

1951 2016 2021
Number of Member States 23" 166 174
Number of Observer States - 6 8
Number of field locations 18 408 450"
worldwide
Number of staff (excluding 350+ 10 184 16 257
consultants)
Number of n.ationalities 19 163 177+
represented in staff
Breakdown between female (@) B 4764 Qand5420F | 7640 Q and 8 614 &
and male (3) staff (47% @ and 53% &) | (47% @ and 53% G)*
Total combined revenue for the
year (i.e. assessed and voluntary USD 26.1 million™ USD 1 615.6 million USD 2 182.7 million™
contributions)

Note:  — means data for that year are not available.
* This corresponds to the number of participating States prior to the entry into force of the Constitution on 30 April 1954.
* Figures in the 1951 column marked with a double asterisk are based on the year 1952. Figures in the 2021 column marked
with a double asterisk are as of 31 December 2020.

Sources: Progress Report of the Director General covering the period 1 June 1952 to 31 August 1952, PIC/70, 18 September 1952;
Financial Statements, including report of the external auditors, covering the period 1 February to 31 December 1952, MC/8, 27
March 1953; Financial Report for the Year Ended 31 December 2016, C/108/3, 18 May 2017; IOM Snapshot 2021; Observer
States, as of April 2021; Financial Report for the Year Ended 31 December 2020, C/112/3, 31 May 2021; and Annual Report
for 2020, C/112/INF/1, 25 June 2021.

As can be seen from Table 1, IOM’s presence around the world has grown over time, in part a reflection of
the increased focus on migration governance, but also due to the unfortunate reality concerning the growth in
internal displacement and the humanitarian and other support needed by some migrant populations. As outlined
in Chapters 2 and 3 of this report, the long-term trends regarding migration and displacement vary according to a
range of factors, including geography. IOM’s regional offices therefore often reflect the regional dynamics associated
with migration and displacement trends, and events over time. What this means in practice is that while the United
Nations refers to six geographic regions (see Appendix A in Chapter 3 for regional compositions), IOM has nine
geographic regions: East and Horn of Africa; West and Central Africa; Southern Africa; Middle East and North
Africa; Asia and the Pacific; South-Eastern Europe, Eastern Europe and Central Asia; European Economic Area, the
European Union and NATO; South America; Central America, North America and the Caribbean.

The core of the work in all of the regional offices (and Headquarters) reflects IOM’s Strategic Vision,* adopted in
2019, and its Constitution, with particular reference to the principle that humane and orderly migration benefits
migrants and society. As an intergovernmental organization, |IOM acts with its partners in the international
community to: assist in the meeting of operational challenges of migration; advance understanding of migration
issues; encourage social and economic development through migration; and uphold the human dignity and well-being
of migrants. The precise activities involved in fulfilling its mandate at the regional level does, however, reflect the
specific needs and migration realities on the ground, as highlighted in Appendix B.

39 IOM, 2019%a.


https://governingbodies.iom.int/system/files/en/council/108/C-108-3%20-%20Financial%20Report%20for%202016.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/about-iom/iom_snapshot_a4_en.pdf
https://www.iom.int/observer-states
https://www.iom.int/observer-states
https://governingbodies.iom.int/system/files/en/council/112/C-112-3%20_%20Financial%20Report%202020.pdf
https://governingbodies.iom.int/system/files/en/council/112/C-112-INF-1%20-%20Annual%20Report%20for%202020.pdf
https://governingbodies.iom.int/system/files/en/council/112/C-112-INF-1%20-%20Annual%20Report%20for%202020.pdf
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The World Migration Report series

The first world migration report was published 22 years ago, initially as a one-off report designed to increase the
understanding of migration by policymakers and the general public. It was conceived at a time when the effects
of globalization were being felt in many parts of the world and in a multitude of ways. Indeed, the first world
migration report states that part of its genesis was due to the effects of globalization on migration patterns, and
that the report therefore “looks at the increasingly global economy which has led to an unprecedented influx of
newcomers in many countries...”* The report highlighted the fact that, despite being an “age-old phenomenon”,
migration was accelerating as part of broader globalization transformations of economic and trade processes that
were enabling greater movement of labour, as well as goods and capital.

Table 2 below provides a summary of key statistics reported in the first edition (World Migration Report 2000), as
compared to this current edition. It shows that while some aspects have stayed fairly constant — the proportion
of female international migrants, as well as the overall proportion of the world’s population who were migrants —
other aspects have changed dramatically. International remittances, for example, have grown from an estimated
USD 128 billion to USD 702 billion, underscoring the salience of international migration as a driver of development.
It is unsurprising then that the International Organization for Migration itself has grown in size, with a significant
increase in membership over the last two decades, up from 76 to its current membership of 174 States. Also of
note in Table 2 is the rise in international migrants globally (up by about 87%) as well as of refugees (up by about
89%) and internally displaced persons (up by about 160%), all the while remaining very small proportions of the
world’s population.

Table 2. Key facts and figures from VWorld Migration Reports 2000 and 2022

2000 2022
Estimated number of international migrants 173 million 281 million
Estimated proportion of world population who are migrants 2.8% 3.6%
Estimated proportion of female international migrants 49.4% 48.0%
Estimated proportion of international migrants who are children 16.0% 14.6%
Region with the highest proportion of international migrants Oceania Oceania
Country with the highest proportion of international migrants United Arab United Arab
Emirates Emirates
Number of migrant workers - 169 million
Global international remittances (USD) 128 billion 702 billion
Number of refugees 14 million 26.4 million
Number of internally displaced persons 21 million 55 million

Sources: See IOM, 2000 and the present edition of the report for sources (Chapter 2).

Notes:  The dates of the data estimates in the table may be different to the report publishing date (refer to the reports for more
detail on dates of estimates); refer to Chapter 3 of this report for regional breakdowns. Data for 2000 may differ to those
originally published due to a standard practice of revising historical estimates at the time of each new dataset release. See,
for example, UN DESA, 2021. For the purpose of this table, children refers to those aged 19 years or less.

40 10OM, 2000.



WORLD MIGRATION REPORT 2022 1"

The World Migration Report 2000’s contribution to migration policy as well as migration studies was timely, and its
success heralded the World Migration Report series. Since 2000, 11 world migration reports have been produced
by IOM, and the report continues to focus on making a relevant, sound and evidence-based contribution that
increases the understanding of migration by policymakers, practitioners, researchers and the general public. To
support this objective, the series was refined in 2016, moving away from a single theme for each edition to a global
reference report for a wider audience. Each edition now has two parts comprising:

* Part I: Key data and information on migration and migrants;
» Part Il: Balanced, evidence-based analysis of complex and emerging migration issues.

New digital tools through expert collaboration

The World Migration Report series now incorporates a range of digital tools tailored for use in various settings.
The tools have been developed in partnerships with some of the world’s leading experts in migration data analysis,
data visualization, education and the science—policy interface.

The new World Migration Report interactive data visualizations were developed in recognition of the need to deliver
outputs in a wide range of formats for expanded accessibility and utility. Launched in May 2021, the interactive data
visualizations allow users to both read the “headline” summaries on long-term trends, while also interacting with
data points to explore specific time periods, corridors or countries. The new interactive format has become the
centrepiece of the World Migration Report online platform, which was awarded gold for the first time at the 2021
International Annual Report Design Awards.*' Additional tools for people working in migration and learning about
migration, such as the educators’ toolkit and the forthcoming officials’ toolkit, demonstrate the growing salience of
migration as well as the utility of the report.*? IOM partners with an extensive range of experts in developing and
delivering both the report and the related tools in a wide variety of languages to increase local use.®

World Migration Report 2022

This edition builds on the previous two reports (2018 and 2020 editions) by providing updated migration statistics
at the global and regional levels, as well as descriptive analysis of complex migration issues.

Part I, on “key data and information on migration”, includes separate chapters on global migration trends and
patterns; regional dimensions and developments; and a discussion of recent contributions to migration research
and analysis by the United Nations system, including IOM. These three chapters have been produced institutionally
by IOM, drawing primarily on analyses by IOM experts, practitioners and officials around the world, based on data
from a wide range of relevant organizations. The eight chapters in Part Il are authored by applied and academic
researchers working on migration, including IOM researchers. They cover a range of “complex and emerging
migration issues” including:

+  COVID-19 impacts on migration, mobility and migrants;
* peace and security as drivers of development and safe migration;

41 1ADA, 2021.
42 See https://worldmigrationreport.iom.int/about.

43 See the “partners” page on the World Migration Report website (https://worldmigrationreport.iom.int/about), which includes many
academic institutions, as well as leading policy think tanks and education organizations.
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12 Report overview: Technological, geopolitical and environmental transformations shaping our migration and mobility futures

* migration as a stepladder of opportunity;
+ disinformation about migration;

* migration and slow-onset climate change;
* human trafficking in migration pathways;
+ artificial intelligence and migration; and

* migrants’ contributions globally.

While the choice of these topics is necessarily selective and subjective, all the chapters in Part Il of this report
are directly relevant to some of the most prominent and important debates about migration in the world today.
Many of these topics lie at the heart of the conundrums that face policymakers as they seek to formulate effective,
proportionate and constructive responses to complex public policy issues related to migration. Accordingly, the
chapters aim to inform current and future policy deliberations and discussions by providing a clear identification of
the key issues, a critical overview of relevant research and analysis, and a discussion of the implications for future
research and policymaking. The chapters are not meant to be prescriptive, in the sense of advocating particular
policy “solutions” — especially as the immediate context is an important determinant of policy settings — but to be
informative and helpful in what can be highly contested debates.

Part I: Key data and information on migration and migrants

Chapter 2 provides an overview of global data and trends on international migrants (stocks) and international
migration (flows). It also provides a discussion of particular migrant groups — namely, migrant workers, refugees,
asylum seekers and internally displaced persons — as well as of international remittances. In addition, the chapter
refers to the existing body of IOM programmatic data, particularly on missing migrants, assisted voluntary returns and
reintegration, resettlement, and displacement tracking. While these data are generally not global or representative,
they can provide insights into changes that have occurred in relevant IOM programming and operations globally.

Following the global overview, Chapter 3 provides a discussion of key regional dimensions of, and developments
in, migration. The discussion focuses on six world regions as identified by the United Nations: Africa, Asia, Europe,
Latin America and the Caribbean, Northern America, and Oceania. For each of these regions, the analysis includes:
(@) an overview and brief discussion of key population-related statistics; and (b) succinct descriptions of “key features
and developments” in migration in the region, based on a wide range of data, information and analyses, including
from international organizations, researchers and analysts. To account for the diversity of migration patterns,
trends and issues within each of the six regions, along with descriptive narratives of “key features and recent
developments”, are presented at the subregional level.

There is a substantial amount of research and analysis on migration that is being undertaken and published by
a range of actors such as academics, governments, intergovernmental organizations and think tanks. Chapter 4
provides a broad overview of contributions by the United Nations system, including the United Nations Network
on Migration (UNNM) as part of supporting the ongoing implementation of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly
and Regular Migration, the Global Compact on Refugees and the Sustainable Development Goals.
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Part Il: Complex and Emerging Migration Issues

Chapter 5 — The Great Disrupter: COVID-19’s impact on migration, mobility and migrants globally

* This chapter provides an analysis of the impacts of the pandemic
on migration and mobility, with particular reference to migrants’
immobility and vulnerabilities. It focuses on the first year of
COVID-19.

* For people who had migrated, been displaced and/or were part of
a highly mobile group prior to COVID-19, the likelihood of having
been directly affected by the pandemic is especially high. Aside from
health-related impacts, many became trapped in immobility and
unemployed, without income support or other social protection.
COVID-19 led to large-scale stranded migrant populations, with
some experiencing destitution, detention and abuse.

+ COVID-19 highlighted that widely accepted norms previously
considered to be cornerstones of international mobility were
quickly set aside in the face of the pandemic. The pandemic also
pointed to pervasive inequalities deeply rooted in modern-day
societies around the world, while also demonstrating that migrant
workers and diaspora are frontline workers not only in essential
occupations, but also as agents of global human development as
remitters.

Chapter 6 — Peace and security as drivers of stability, development and safe migration

* This chapter draws upon existing evidence to explore the
interaction between conflict, instability and insecurity; development;
and migration, showing that instability or conflict feed negatively
on development and hence drive displacement, asylum-seeking and
unsafe migration.

*  The chapter also goes beyond these well-documented links to
show how migration can contribute to stability and development
and thus mitigate the conditions that lead to irregular migration
and displacement.

+ It highlights some of the pragmatic peacebuilding initiatives, such as
community stabilization, that have proven key within the context
of migration and displacement to building and sustaining peace
at a local level. It also shows how migrants, through a range of
activities, contribute to peacebuilding. They do this by advocating
for peace, through mediation, building public service institutions,
and supporting their families and communities through remittances.




14 Report overview: Technological, geopolitical and environmental transformations shaping our migration and mobility futures

Chapter 7 — International migration as a stepladder of opportunity: What do the global data actually show?

* This chapter examines the key questions of “who migrates
internationally and where do they go?” It presents analysis of a
range of statistical data and draws upon some of the existing body
of research on migration determinants and decision-making.

* Analysis of international migrant stock and human development
index data show that between 1995 and 2020, migration from low-
and medium-development countries increased, but only slightly,
reconfirming existing macroeconomic analyses which show that
international migration from low-income countries has historically
been limited.

» However, contrary to previous understandings of international
migration, the analysis indicates that there has been a “polarizing”
effect, with migration activity increasingly being associated with
highly developed countries. This raises the key issue of migration
aspirations held by potential migrants from developing countries
around the world who may wish to realize opportunities through
international migration, but are unable to do so as legal pathways
are unavailable to them.

Chapter 8 — Disinformation about migration: An age-old issue with new tech dimensions

» This chapter examines the factors shaping disinformation about
migration in terms of society, politics, media and technology.
It outlines best practices in building public resilience to
disinformation and the major insights from current research, with
reference to major gaps in our understanding of disinformation
and the current barriers to advancing this work.

* The chapter highlights evidence and practical examples from
around the world and from a variety of contexts. It also
identifies recommendations and implications for policymakers
and other stakeholders seeking to counteract disinformation
generally and about migration specifically.
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Chapter 9 — Migration and slow-onset impacts of climate change: Taking stock and taking action

» This chapter focuses on migration in the context of the slow-onset
impacts of climate change, an area where policy and knowledge
gaps remain. It presents some of the key challenges associated
with understanding and taking action on slow-onset climate
impacts and migration issues, and explores how migration policy
and practice can play a role in responding to some of the most
pressing challenges.

* Looking ahead at a future in which slow-onset climate events are
expected to worsen, appropriate migration management policies
and practices can and should be part of the solution. Recent
examples of migration policy initiatives that address climate impacts
on migration, including slow-onset dimensions, are outlined in the
chapter.

* At the global level, policy discussions have identified some entry
points where migration policymakers could be instrumental in
promoting positive changes, notably in terms of facilitating migration
in the context of slow-onset climate events, and there has been
growing interest among both developed and developing States in

discussing migration linked to climate impacts in policy terms.

Chapter 10 — Human trafficking in migration pathways: Trends, challenges and new forms of cooperation

» This chapter provides an overview of current trafficking trends
and patterns, looking at the available data on migrant victims of
human trafficking and traffickers. It explores current challenges and
promising avenues for the prevention of trafficking of migrants,
including prosecuting traffickers, protecting victims and cooperating
in counter-trafficking efforts.

*  There is widespread global consensus on the urgent need to
prevent and combat human trafficking in migration pathways,
with few other migration-related issues having attained as much
agreement within the international community. However, there
is less consensus on how to achieve this in practice, and there
remains a shortfall in political will to introduce effective policies
to that end. The chapter offers insights in this area across several
domains.
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Chapter 11 — Artificial intelligence, migration and mobility: Implications for policy and practice

» This chapter examines the implications of Al for policy and practice
in the context of migration and mobility through the prism of the
existing international human rights framework of rules, standards and
principles. This is important because of the potential for human rights
to be eroded — or bolstered — as a result of the design, development,
implementation and expansion of Al technologies around the world.

* The use of Al throughout the “migration cycle” is examined, with
reflections on key strategic challenges and opportunities in this
important area of new technology, including as it relates to the “future
of work” and long-term migration trends.

1855 25'8 13012

*  While Al can certainly bring about a series of advantages for policy
and practice, there are a range of risks to State and non-State actors
(including migrants) that need to be carefully managed, especially from
regulatory and human rights perspectives.

» This chapter first appeared in the World Migration Report 2020. The
research for this chapter inspired us to delve deeper into the topic
of disinformation, resulting in Chapter 8 on disinformation about
migration (in this volume).

* The last two years, however, have shown us that the issue has not
abated. In fact, with COVID-19 disinformation, the massive challenges
concerning balanced and accurate accounts of migrants’ contributions
have only become worse. So, here it is again, to remind us of the
importance of the topic and so additional readers can draw upon its
contents.
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Overall, this world migration report has been produced to help deepen our collective understanding of the various
manifestations and complexities of migration in the face of systemic and accelerated change. We hope that all
readers are able to learn something new from this edition, as well as to draw on its contents as they undertake
their work, study or other activities.
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MIGRATION AND MIGRANTS: A GLOBAL
OVERVIEW

Introduction

Describing and analysing how migration around the world is changing from a range of different perspectives,
including those entailing economic, social and security dimensions (and associated legal—policy frameworks), must
start with an understanding of fundamental metrics. Human migration may well be an age-old activity touching
almost every society around the world; however, it is changing in important ways. Examining the shifts in scale,
direction, demography and frequency can illuminate how migration is evolving while also pointing to long-term
trends that have been shaped by historical as well as recent events.

The current global estimate is that there were around 281 million international migrants in the world in 2020,
which equates to 3.6 per cent of the global population.” A first important point to note is that this is a very small
minority of the world’s population, meaning that staying within one’s country of birth overwhelmingly remains the
norm. The great majority of people do not migrate across borders; much larger numbers migrate within countries.?
That said, these estimates relate to migrant populations, rather than movement events. The COVID-19 pandemic
has highlighted the interconnections between migration and mobility, with COVID-19 travel restrictions resulting in
unprecedented immobility around the world. At the time of writing (July 2021), travel restrictions in many countries
were being (re)imposed or strengthened as virus strains circulate the globe, testing the world’s collective resilience
in the face of a global health crisis unseen in the preceding century.

When mobility regimes are not impeded by global pandemics, the overwhelming majority of people migrate
internationally for reasons related to work, family and study — involving migration processes that largely occur
without fundamentally challenging either migrants or the countries they enter. In contrast, other people leave their
homes and countries for a range of compelling and sometimes tragic reasons, such as conflict, persecution and
disaster. While those who have been displaced, such as refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), comprise
a relatively small percentage of all migrants, they are often the most in need of assistance and support.

This chapter, with its focus on key global migration data and trends, as well as new COVID-19 mobility and travel-
related data, seeks to assist migration policymakers, practitioners and researchers in making better sense of the
bigger picture of migration, by providing an up-to-date overview of global migration and migrants. The chapter
draws upon current statistical sources compiled by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
(UN DESA), the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the International Labour
Organization (ILO), the World Bank, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Internal
Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the University

1 UN DESA, 2021a.
2 The most recent estimate was 740 million internal migrants globally in 2009 (UNDP, 2009).
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of Oxford.? The chapter provides an overview of global data and trends on international migrants (stocks) and
international migration (flows). It also provides a discussion of particular migrant groups — namely, migrant workers,
refugees, asylum seekers, IDPs and missing migrants — as well as of international remittances and COVID-19-related
mobility restrictions.

The chapter also refers to the body of programmatic IOM data, particularly on assisted voluntary returns and
reintegration, resettlement and displacement tracking.* While these data are generally not global or representative,
they can provide insights into changes that have occurred in relevant programming and operations globally. As
the United Nations migration agency, with activities relevant to all the themes discussed in this chapter, IOM data
have the capacity to provide further insights on migration and its various dynamics, including the diverse needs of
migrants.

Defining migration, migrant and other key terms

Outside of general definitions of migration and migrant, such as those found in dictionaries, there exist
various specific definitions of key migration-related terms, including in legal, administrative, research and
statistical spheres.® While there is no universally agreed definition of migration or migrant, several definitions
are widely accepted and have been developed in different settings, such as those set out in UN DESA's
1998 Recommendations on Statistics of International Migration.> Work has recently been completed by the
United Nations Statistical Division and a task force of the United Nations Expert Group on Migration
Statistics on a revised conceptual framework on statistics on international migration and mobility to guide
the process under way in updating the 1998 Recommendations.© The conceptual framework was endorsed
by the United Nations Statistical Commission at its 52nd session in March 2021, paving the way for revised
recommendations on international migrant and mobility that are better able to account for different aspects
of mobility, including migration.? The conceptual framework is summarized in Appendix A.

Technical definitions, concepts and categories of migrants and migration are necessarily informed by
geographic, legal, political, methodological, temporal and other factors. For example, there are numerous
ways in which migration events can be defined, including in relation to place of birth, citizenship, place of
residence and duration of stay. This is important when it comes to quantifying and analysing the effects of
migration and migrants, however defined. We encourage readers to refer to primary sources cited in the
chapter for information on specific definitions and categorizations underlying the data. Readers may also
find the IOM Glossary on Migration (2019 edition) to be a useful reference. The Glossary is available at the
IOM Publications Platform: https://publications.iom.int/books/international-migration-law-ndeg34-glossary-
migration.

See, for example, Poulain and Perrin, 2001.
UN DESA, 1998.

United Nations Statistics Division, 2021.
United Nations Statistical Commission, 2021.
e See, for example, de Beer et al.,, 2010.

a n o ®

3 To keep within the scope of this report, statistics utilized in this chapter were current as at 30 June 2021, unless otherwise stated.
4 IOM data on victims of human trafficking are presented in Chapter 10 of this report.


https://publications.iom.int/books/international-migration-law-ndeg34-glossary-migration
https://publications.iom.int/books/international-migration-law-ndeg34-glossary-migration
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International migrants: numbers and trends

UN DESA produces estimates of the number of international migrants globally. The following discussion draws on its
estimates, which are based on data provided by States.® The current United Nations Recommendations on Statistics
of International Migration defines an “international migrant” as any person who has changed his or her country of
usual residence, distinguishing between “short-term migrants” (those who have changed their countries of usual
residence for at least three months, but less than one year) and “long-term migrants” (those who have done so for
at least one year). However, not all countries use this definition in practice.® Some countries use different criteria
to identify international migrants, for example by applying different minimum durations of residence. Differences in
concepts and definitions, as well as data collection methodologies between countries, hinder full comparability of
national statistics on international migrants. A review of the United Nations recommendations is currently under
way, as discussed in the text box above.

The estimated number of international migrants has increased over the past 50 years. In 2020, almost 281 million
people lived in a country other than their country of birth, or about 128 million more than 30 years earlier, in
1990 (153 million), and over three times the estimated number in 1970 (84 million). The proportion of international
migrants as a share of the total global population has also increased, but only incrementally. The vast majority
of people live in the country in which they were born. The impact of COVID-19 on the global population of
international migrants is somewhat difficult to assess, one reason for this being that the latest available data are as
at mid-2020,” fairly early in the pandemic. That said, it is estimated that COVID-19 may have reduced the growth
in the stock of international migrants by around two million. In other words, had there not been COVID-19, the
number of international migrants in 2020 would have likely been around 283 million.?

Table 1. International migrants, 1970-2020

Year Number of international migrants Migrants as a % of the world’s population
1970 84 460 125 23
1975 90 368 010 22
1980 101 983 149 2.3
1985 113 206 691 23
1990 152 986 157 29
1995 161 289 976 28
2000 173 230 585 2.8
2005 191 446 828 29
2010 220 983 187 32
2015 247 958 644 34
2020 280 598 105 36

Source:  UN DESA, 2008; UN DESA, 2021a.
Note:  The number of entities (such as States, territories and administrative regions) for which data were made
available in the UN DESA International Migrant Stock 2020 was 232. In 1970, the number of entities was 135.

5 Data are also provided to UN DESA by territories and administrative units. For a summary on UN DESA stock data sources,
methodology and caveats, please see UN DESA, 2021b.

6 UN DESA, 1998.
7 UN DESA, 2021b.
8 UN DESA, 2021c.
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When international migrant populations are examined by United Nations region, Europe is currently the largest
destination for international migrants, with 87 million migrants (30.9% of the international migrant population),
followed closely by the 86 million international migrants living in Asia (30.5%).” Northern America is the destination
for 59 million international migrants (20.9%), followed by Africa with 25 million migrants (9%). Over the past 15
years, the number of international migrants in Latin America and the Caribbean has more than doubled from
around 7 million to 15 million, making it the region with the highest growth rate of international migrants and the
destination for 5.3 per cent of all international migrants. Around 9 million international migrants live in Oceania,
or about 3.3 per cent of all migrants. The growth of international migrants living in each region between 2005 and
2020 is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1. International migrants, by major region of residence, 2005-2020 (millions)
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Source: UN DESA, 2021a.

Oceania has the largest share of international migrants as a proportion of the total population, with 22 per cent of
the population having been born in another country. Northern America has the second largest share of international
migrants at 15.9 per cent, followed by Europe at 11.6 per cent. Latin America and the Caribbean, Africa, and Asia
have international migrant shares of 2.3, 1.9, and 1.8 per cent respectively.

As has been the case for the past 50 years, the United States of America remains the primary destination for
migrants, at over 51 million international migrants. Germany has become the second most prominent destination,
with nearly 16 million international migrants, while Saudi Arabia is the third largest destination country for
international migrants, at 13 million. The Russian Federation and the United Kingdom round out the top five
destination countries, with about 12 million and 9 million international migrants respectively. A list of the top 20
destination countries for migrants can be found in the left panel of Figure 2.

9 UN DESA, 2021a.
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With nearly 18 million people living abroad, India has the largest emigrant population in the world, making it
the top origin country globally. Mexico is the second most significant origin country at around 11 million. The
Russian Federation is the third largest origin country, followed closely by China (around 10.8 million and 10 million
respectively). The fifth most significant origin country is the Syrian Arab Republic, with over 8 million people living
abroad, mainly as refugees due to large-scale displacement over the last decade (see discussion in the refugee
section below). The panel on the right in Figure 2 features the top 20 origins of migrants in 2020.

Figure 2. Top 20 destinations (left) and origins (right) of international migrants in 2020 (millions)
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Source: UN DESA, 2021a.
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World Migration Report Data Visualization Platform

In May 2021, IOM launched a new World Migration Report web portal that integrates fact-based migration
narratives with interactive data visualizations on the most up-to-date global migration data and trends.?
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This digital format offers an intuitive representation of the data by displaying interactive visualizations of
global migration trends. Building on the analysis developed in the report, the site provides country-level
migration statistics and maps, interactive visualizations of migration corridors, and the leading remittance
recipient and source nations since 1995, in addition to global and regional data. New interactive components
on COVID-19 restrictions were added from this current report.

By creating a visual context for the information, data visualization favors a more accessible comprehension of
the magnitudes of the numbers and the trends at play, supplementing the extensive analysis presented in the
report. The interactive platform is available in English, French and Spanish.

a IOM, 2020a.

The available international migrant data include estimates of origin and destination links between two countries,
allowing for the estimation of bilateral migration “corridors” globally. The size of a migration corridor from country
A to country B is measured as the number of people born in country A who were residing in country B in 2020.
Migration corridors represent an accumulation of migratory movements over time and provide a snapshot of how
migration patterns have evolved into significant foreign-born populations in specific destination countries.

As can be seen in Figure 3, the Mexico to United States corridor is the largest in the world at nearly 11 million
people. The second is from the Syrian Arab Republic to Turkey, comprising mainly refugees displaced by the Syrian
Arab Republic’s decade-long civil war. On the other hand, the third largest corridor in the world, India to the
United Arab Emirates (over 3 million), comprises mainly labour migrants. The bilateral corridor between the Russian
Federation and Ukraine take up spots four and five among the largest corridors in the world. About 3 million
people born in the Russian Federation now live in Ukraine, while nearly the same number of people have moved
from Ukraine to the Russian Federation.
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Figure 3. Top 20 international migration country-to-country corridors, 2020
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Source: UN DESA, 2021a.

Note:  The corridors present the number of international migrants (millions) born in the first-mentioned country
and residing in the second. Corridors represent an accumulation of migratory movements over time and
provide a snapshot of how migration patterns have evolved into significant foreign-born populations in specific
destination countries.

Most international migrants (around 78%) were of working age (between 15 and 64 years of age). Since 1990,
the share of international migrants age 19 and younger has dropped from 18.9 per cent to 14.6 per cent, while
international migrants older than 64 have remained steady at around 12.2 per cent.

There is currently a larger number of male than female international migrants worldwide, and the gap has increased
over the past 20 years. In 2000, the male to female split was 50.6 to 49.4 per cent (or 88 million male migrants
and 86 million female migrants). In 2020 the split is 51.9 to 48.0 per cent, with 146 million male migrants and
135 million female migrants. The share of female migrants has been decreasing since 2000, while the share of male
migrants has increased by 1.4 percentage points. See Figure 4 for further breakdowns by sex.
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Figure 4. International migrants, by sex, 2000-2020
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Source: UN DESA, 2021a.

Conflating “migration” and “migrant”

In a general sense, migration is the process of moving from one place to another. To migrate is to move,
whether from a rural area to a city, from one district or province in a given country to another in that same
country, or from one country to a new country. It involves action.

In contrast, a migrant is a person described as such for one or more reasons, depending on the context (see
the text box on “Defining migration, migrant and other key terms” above). While in many cases “migrants”
do undertake some form of migration, this is not always the case.

In some situations, people who have never undertaken migration may be referred to as migrants —children
of people born overseas, for example, are commonly called second- or third-generation migrants.* This may
even extend to situations involving statelessness, whereby whole groups of people are not able to access
citizenship despite being born and raised in a country. Such people may even be referred to as irregular
migrants by authorities.®

a See, for example, Neto, 1995; Fertig and Schmidt, 2001.
b Kyaw, 2017.
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International migration flows

While data on migrant stocks are widely available, data on global migration movements (flows) are much more
limited. Available UN DESA estimates on global migrant stocks are extensive and global in scope; however, the
database of migration flows only encompasses 45 countries.”® Capturing data on migration flows is extremely
challenging for several reasons. First, while international migration flows are generally accepted as covering inflows
and outflows into and from countries, there has been a greater focus on recording inflows. For example, while
countries such as Australia and the United States record cross-border movements, many others only count entries
and not departures.”” Additionally, migration flow data in some countries are derived from administrative events
related to immigration status (for example, issuance/renewal/withdrawal of a residence permit), which are then
used as a proxy for migration flows. Furthermore, migratory movements are often hard to separate from non-
migratory travel, such as tourism or business.'? Tracking migratory movements also requires considerable resources,
infrastructure and ICT/knowledge systems. This poses particular challenges for developing countries, where the
ability to collect, administer, analyse and report data on mobility, migration and other areas is often limited. Finally,
many countries’ physical geographies pose tremendous challenges for collecting data on migration flows. Entry and
border management, for example, is particularly challenging in some regions because of archipelagic and isolated
borders, and is further complicated by traditions of informal migration for work."

There are currently two main data sets on international migration flows, both of which are derived from national
statistics: UN DESA's International Migration Flows data set and OECD’s International Migration Database. Since
2005, UN DESA has compiled data on the flows of international migrants to and from selected countries, based
on nationally available statistics. At the time of writing (July 2021), there had been no update to the UN DESA
flows data set, with the most current being the 2015 version. The 2015 migration flows data set comprises data
from 45 countries, up from 29 countries in 2008 and 15 countries in 2005.™

The OECD has been collecting international migration flow data since 2000, allowing for trend analysis to be
conducted over a subset of major destination countries, depicted in Figure 5 (though data are not standardized,
as explained in the note under the figure). The latest available data indicate that in 2018, a 10 per cent increase in
permanent migration inflows was recorded from the previous year of 2017. The United States, one of the main
destination countries, recorded around 1.1 million new entries in 2018, a 2.7 per cent decrease compared with
the previous year. Another country that recorded a notable change was Chile, with 64 per cent growth. With
regard to the European countries in OECD, total migration increased by around 136,000 in 2018 (3.2% more than
2017). Within Europe, the United Kingdom and ltaly recorded 6.5 and 5.2 per cent declines in permanent flows,
respectively. The growth in Europe was instead led by Spain (+23%, or an increase of around 106,000) and Portugal
(+52%, or an increase of around 32,000).

10 UN DESA, 2015.

11 Koser, 2010; McAuliffe and Koser, 2017.

12 Skeldon, 2018.

13 Gallagher and McAuliffe, 2016.

14 For UN DESA migration flow data, as well as for the specific countries included, please see UN DESA, 2015.
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Figure 5. Inflows of foreign nationals into OECD countries, permanent migration,
2000-2018 (millions)
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Source: OECD, n.d.a.

Note:  Data are not standardized and therefore differ from statistics on permanent migration inflows into selected countries
contained in OECD’s International Migration Outlook series. The 35 countries typically included in OECD statistics are
the following: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Republic of Korea, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United
States. In some years, data for particular countries are not available: data were made available for 31 countries in 2000.
Notably, data for Greece have not been reported between 2000 and 2004, and data for Turkey were reported only for
2010, 2016, 2017 and 2018.

The impacts of COVID-19 on mobility globally are discussed below in this chapter and also in Chapter 5 of this
report.

Unsafe migration flows

Some migration corridors pose many more challenges than others, for migrants as well as for authorities. Migrants’
journeys can sometimes be characterized by unsafe and even deadly outcomes, often related to a range of social,
political, economic, environmental and policy factors that can profoundly impact the way in which people undertake
migration.” In the wake of the tragic events of October 2013, in which more than 360 people died in the sinking of
two boats near the Italian island of Lampedusa, IOM began collecting and compiling information on migrants who
perish or go missing on migratory routes worldwide as part of its Missing Migrants Project.’ Data sources include
official records of coastguards and medical examiners, media stories, reports from non-governmental organizations
and United Nations agencies, and interviews with migrants."”

15 McAuliffe et al,, 2017.
16 See https://missingmigrants.iom.int/.
17 I1OM, nd.
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Across six years of data collection, 2020 recorded the lowest total (around 3,900), compared with the previous
almost 5,400 recorded in 2019 (see Figure 6). The decrease in deaths between 2019 and 2020 reflects, in part,
the mobility restrictions imposed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. It is likely that 2021 will also record a
reduced number of deaths overall, with travel restrictions continuing globally. In total, between 2014 and 2020, the
Mediterranean Sea has seen the highest number of deaths, claiming the lives of over 21,200 people. In 2020, the
Mediterranean continued to be the place with the highest known number of deaths during migration, recording
over 1,460 fatalities. Following the trend observed over the previous six years, there was a higher proportion of
deaths on the “Central Mediterranean route”.'®

Figure 6. Migrant deaths by region, 2014-2020

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6 000 7 000 8 000 9 000
m Africa  ® Americas B Asia Europe  ® Mediterranean Middle East

Source:  IOM, n.d. (accessed 20 September 2021).
Note:  Data include recorded deaths as well as those reported as missing. See the Missing Migrants Project webpage for details
of methodology and geographic regions (https:/missingmigrants.iom.int/).

The Missing Migrants Project faces notable challenges in its data collection. For instance, most recorded deaths are
of people travelling via clandestine routes, which are often at sea or in remote areas (to evade detection), meaning
remains are often not found. Few official sources collect and make data on migrant deaths publicly available. Relying
on testimonies of fellow migrants and media sources can be problematic due to inaccuracies and incomplete
coverage. Nevertheless, the project sheds light on a previously under-researched and neglected topic, highlighting
the need to address this ongoing tragic issue, including in the context of the implementation of the Global Compact
for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration.

18 Ibid.
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COVID-19 impacts on mobility

COVID-19 has been the most severe pandemic in a century, with its combination of high transmission, virus strains
and the severity of the disease forcing policymakers into previously uncharted territory. While the main focus has
necessarily been on responding to the global health crisis (e.g. virus testing, disease treatment, and vaccination
development and programming), part of the response has involved drastic changes to freedom of movement of
people all around the world, which in turn has massively impacted human mobility globally. COVID-19-related
immobility has become the “great disrupter” of migration."

Governments around the world implemented various measures to limit the spread of the virus, and a range of
restrictions was introduced from early 2020, evolving over time. New data sets emerged to track policy responses
globally, such as the University of Oxford COVID-19 Government Response Tracker,?® which has recorded a wide
range of government responses globally, such as “stay-at-home” measures, workplace closures, school closures,
restrictions on gatherings, restrictions on internal movements within a country, and international travel control
measures. In addition, IOM began tracking travel restrictions globally early in the pandemic, drawing upon a range
of data and reporting results via its COVID-19 Mobility Impacts dashboard.”’ See additional data, research and
analysis in the thematic Chapter 5 on COVID-19 impacts in this report.

Some countries, such as El Salvador, Israel, New Zealand, Nigeria, Qatar and Singapore, quickly imposed significant
international travel restrictions (by early March 2020), while others took action weeks or months later.> Some
countries stopped all entry of foreign citizens, some banned citizens of specific countries, while even further, some
countries completely closed borders to stop departure and entry of all people, including their own citizens.?
Quarantine measures were also introduced by some countries, requiring passengers entering a country to be
quarantined in isolation for a minimum period (typically 10 to 14 days) immediately upon arrival.

Overall, COVID-19 travel restriction measures — both internal and international — were quickly put in place by
the vast majority of countries around the world, with the peak occurring in late March to early April 2020 (see
Figure 7). While international travel restrictions were more likely to have been enacted early in the pandemic,
there was a greater variety of control measures during the initial weeks (including screening early on), probably
due to governments needing to assess the severity of the crisis during a period of extraordinary uncertainty. As
the severity of COVID-19 became clear, the number of both international and internal travel restrictions rose
drastically.

19 McAuliffe, 2020.
20 Hale et al., 2021.
21 See https://migration.iom.int/.
22 Hale et al, 2021.
23 IOM, 2020b; Al Jazeera, 2020.
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Figure 7. COVID-19-related travel controls: international and internal,
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19-related restrictions only and do not reflect other travel restrictions that may also be in place, such as those related to
visa restrictions, entry bans based on citizenship, departure/exit restrictions and internal movement restrictions.

The differences in the evolution of the restrictions can be seen in Figure 7, which shows that COVID-19-related

international travel restrictions of some sort remained in place in all countries globally one year after the World
Health Organization’s (WHO) declaration of the pandemic on 10 March 2020.2* In contrast, internal restrictions
declined over time. That said, there are three key points to highlight from these data:

While there are international travel restrictions of some sort in all countries, there is a mix of screening,
quarantine and bans (total/specific);

More than half of all countries had travel bans in place (total or specific) one year after the pandemic commenced;

and

More than a third of all countries had internal travel restrictions in place one year after the pandemic commenced.

24 WHO, 2020.
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When international COVID-19-related travel restrictions are examined over time, we can see that travel/border
restrictions and health-related measures have changed as the technology and logistical capacity supporting health-
related measures has been developed and rolled out. Pre-travel testing, quarantine and vaccination-certificated
entry being rolled out by different countries saw the travel restrictions being overtaken by health-related measures
in October 2020.

Figure 8. COVID-19-related international travel measures: March 2020—July 2021, all countries
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Source:  IOM, 2021a.

Notes:  Only countries (not territories) are included in this analysis. Health-related measures include health screening and monitoring,
testing/medical certificates, and quarantine measures. Travel restrictions include passenger restrictions based on nationality or
arrival from a geographic location. See the DTM mobility restrictions page for more information on the methodology.

The impact of the COVID-19-related travel restrictions becomes very clear when air passenger data are examined.
We can see from long-term air passenger figures that COVID-19 travel restrictions had a major impact on both
international and domestic air travel in 2020. Total air passengers carried dropped by 60 per cent from around
4.5 billion in 2019 to 1.8 billion in 2020 (Figure 9).
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Figure 9. Air passengers carried globally, 1945-2020
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Overall, we can see that COVID-19 has had a major impact on travel, and therefore on migration, with the
restrictions remaining in place longer than many had anticipated, caused in part by the challenges posed by emerging
virus strains and rolling “waves” of infections. The long-term impacts are yet to be fully understood, but the analysis
outlined in Chapter 5 points to the transformation of migration and mobility in several keys areas.

COVID-19 and stranded migrants

The mobility restrictions put in place during COVID-19 resulted in major problems for some migrants and
exacerbated existing vulnerabilities. The border closures stranded thousands of migrants, including seasonal
workers, temporary residence holders, international students, migrants travelling for medical treatment,
beneficiaries of assisted voluntary return and reintegration, seafarers and others.

By mid-2020, the pandemic-related restrictions had stranded nearly 3 million people outside of their home
countries, most of whom were frequent travellers such as migrant workers, students and tourists. Many of
these travellers were left without consular services, including help with their legal status in the country, and
some were without enough money to provide food and shelter. The majority were in the Middle East and
North Africa (around 1.3 million), followed by Asia and the Pacific (around 977,000).

The specific issues faced by these migrants differed substantially, as did their situations, but in general, challenges
fell into two categories. First were movement-related issues. These related to immobility that resulted from
the emergency restrictions on transportation and movements. Other significant challenges were the costs
and logistics involved in returning home. Moreover, the lack of collaboration between countries of origin,
destination and transit further exacerbated movement issues.

Second were the vulnerabilities connected with the migratory status of migrants. Status can preclude the
possibility of government support, which exposed people to, or placed them at risk of, extreme poverty. Other
vulnerabilities included xenophobia and stigmatization, the stranding of people at sea, and increased health risks
for those living in overcrowded shelters and/or those unable to access COVID-19 vaccination programmes.

Sources: IOM, 2020c; Benton et al., 2021.
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Migrant workers

The latest available estimates indicate that there were roughly 169 million migrant workers around the world in
2019, accounting for nearly two thirds (62%) of the (then) 272 million global stock of international migrants.? It is
worth noting that these estimates predate COVID-19, which has affected international labour migration in many
ways, although it provides a benchmark against which COVID-19 impacts can be assessed in the future.? When
compared with the global population of international migrants of working age — regarded as 15 years of age or
older (245.6 million) — migrant workers account for 68.8 per cent.

In 2019, 67 per cent of migrant workers were residing in high-income countries — an estimated 113.9 million
people. An additional 49 million migrant workers (29%) were living in middle-income countries, and 6.1 million
(3.6%) were in low-income countries. While we are unable to compare the numbers of migrant workers over time,
it is useful to examine changes in proportional distribution. The concentration of international migrant workers
in upper-middle- and high-income countries has remained stable at 86.4 per cent in 2013, 86.5 per cent in 2017
and 86.9 per cent in 2019. However, there was a noticeable change within these two categories over time; that
is, from 2013 to 2019, high-income countries experienced a 7.3 percentage point drop in migrant workers (from
74.7% to 67.4%), while upper-middle-income countries observed a 7.8 percentage point increase (from 11.7% to
19.5%) (see Figure 10). This apparent shift may be influenced by economic growth in middle-income countries
and/or changes to labour immigration regulations in high-income countries. The share of migrant workers in the
total workforce across country income groups was quite small in low- (2.3%) and in lower- and upper-middle-
income countries (1.4% and 2.2%, respectively), but much greater for high-income countries (18.2%).

Figure 10. Migrant workers by destination country income level, 2013, 2017 and 2019
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Source: ILO, 2018; ILO, 2021.

25 The content in this subsection is based on and drawn from ILO, 2021. Please refer to this document for explanatory notes, deeper
analysis, limitations and caveats associated with the numbers and trends presented. More generally, information on foreign-born
employment in OECD countries is available from OECD, n.d.b.

26 See, for example, ILO, 2021.
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Male migrant workers outnumbered female migrant workers by 28.8 million in 2019, with 98.9 million males (58.5%)
and 70.1 million females (41.5%), in a context where males comprised a higher number of international migrants
of working age (128 million or 52.1%, compared with 117.6 million or 47.9% females). This represents a slight shift
since 2013, towards an even more gendered migrant worker population, when the share of male migrant workers
constituted 55.7 per cent and females 44.3 per cent. See Table 2 for further breakdowns by income level and sex.

Table 2. International migrant workers, by sex and income level of destination country, 2019

Migrant workers (millions) Proportion of all migrant workers (%)
M F Total M F Total
Low-income 37 24 6.1 22 14 3.6
Lower-middle-income 10.5 5.6 16.0 6.2 33 9.5
Upper-middle-income 19.5 13.5 33.0 11.5 8.0 19.5
High-income 65.3 48.5 1139 38.6 28.7 67.4
Global Total 98.9 701 169.0 58.5 141.5 100.0

Source: ILO, 2021.

As evident from the data, the international migrant worker population is currently gendered as well as geographically
concentrated. There is a much larger number of male than female migrant workers worldwide (see Table 2), with a
gender composition that sees much higher numbers of men in low- and lower-middle-income countries compared
with women, and in contrast to the gender splits for high-income countries.

In terms of geography, and as seen in Figure 11 below, 102.4 million or almost 61 per cent of all migrant workers
resided in three subregions: Northern America; the Arab States; and Northern, Southern and Western Europe.”
Notably, there is a striking gender imbalance of migrant workers in two regions: Southern Asia (5.7 million males
compared with 1.4 million females) and the Arab States (19.9 million males compared with 4.2 million females).
The Arab States region is one of the top destinations for migrant workers, where they comprise 41.4 per cent of
the entire working population, often dominating in key sectors.

27 The ILO category of “Arab States” includes the following countries and territories: Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates, Yemen and the Palestinian Territories.
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Figure 11. Geographic distribution of migrant workers by sex (millions), 2019
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Note:  The figure reflects ILO geographic regions and subregions, and does not imply official endorsement or acceptance by
IOM. Please see annex A of ILO, 2021 for more information on regional breakdowns. Please note that the rest of this
chapter refers to the UN DESA geographical regions.

IOM’s assisted voluntary return and reintegration programmes

IOM has implemented assisted voluntary return and reintegration (AVRR) programmes since 1979. IOM’s
AVRR support to migrants comprises a range of activities and typically includes: the provision of pre-
departure counselling, the purchase of flight tickets, administrative and travel assistance and, where possible,
the provision of reintegration assistance.

On average, from 2005 to 2014, IOM assisted 34,000 migrants per year with AVRR. In line with the rise in
the volume of migration in recent years, the number of returns has also increased (up until COVID-19). In
2019, AVRR support was provided to 64,958 migrants returning from 136 host or transit countries to 164
countries or territories of origin. However, this declined dramatically in 2020 due to COVID-19. Throughout
2020, AVRR support was provided to 42,181 (15,149 in Q1, 2,588 in Q2, 10,521 in Q3 and 13,923 in Q4)
migrants returning from 139 (88 in Q1, 41 in Q2, 84 in Q3 and 122 in Q4) host or transit countries or
territories to 150 (136 in Q1, 70 in Q2, 110 in Q3 and 132 in Q4) countries or territories of origin.

Sources: IOM, 2020d; IOM, 2020e; IOM, 2002f.
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International remittances

Remittances are financial or in-kind transfers made by migrants directly to families or communities in their countries
of origin. The World Bank compiles global data on international remittances, notwithstanding the myriad data gaps,
definitional differences and methodological challenges in compiling accurate statistics.”® Its data, however, do not
capture unrecorded flows through formal or informal channels, and the actual magnitudes of global remittances
are therefore likely to be larger than available estimates.?” This issue has come to the fore during the pandemic,
following a much more positive outcome in 2020 for international remittance flows, contrary to initial dire
projections; this was due in part to a shift from informal channels to formal channels in response to COVID-19
immobility restrictions, among other reasons (see text box below).*® Despite these issues, available data reflect
a long-term increasing trend in international remittances in recent years, rising from USD 128 billion in 2000 to
USD 702 billion in 2020.

Despite the initially projected 20 per cent decline in international remittances globally for 2020 (made in April
of that year),*" the annual data show that there was only a slight dip in remittances globally (2.4% decrease) in
2020, amounting to USD 702 billion, down from USD 719 billion in 2019. However, the three consecutive years
prior to 2020 all witnessed an increase: from 2016 to 2019, global (inward) flows of remittances increased by
an estimated 7.2 per cent, from USD 597 billion in 2016 to USD 640 billion in 2017, and by 8.4 per cent and
3.6 per cent from 2017 to 2018 (from USD 640 billion to USD 694 billion) and from 2018 to 2019 (from USD
694 billion to USD 719 billion), respectively. Consistent with this trend, remittances to low- and middle-income
countries (which account for the majority of the global total) decreased in 2020 (from USD 548 billion in 2019 to
USD 540 billion) after the positive trend from 2016 to 2018 (from USD 441 billion in 2016 to USD 478 billion in
2017 and USD 524 billion in 2018). Since the mid-1990s, international remittances have greatly surpassed official
development assistance levels defined as government aid designed to promote the economic development and
welfare of developing countries (see Figure 12 below).*

28 The content of much of this subsection, unless otherwise noted, is based on and drawn from the World Bank’s data in relation
to migration and remittances (World Bank, n.d.). In particular, the World Bank’s annual remittances data sets (ibid.), Migration and
Development Brief 34 (Ratha et al., 2021), and its 12 May press release (VWorld Bank, 2021a) are key sources of information. Please
refer to these sources as well as the World Bank’s Factbooks on Migration and Development, including its latest, published in 2016, for
explanatory notes, deeper analysis, caveats, limitations and methodologies associated with the numbers and trends presented.

29 World Bank, 2016.
30 IMF, 2020; IOM, 2020g; IOM, 2020h; IOM, 2020i; IOM, 2021b.
31 Ratha et al., 2020a.

32 See, for example, OECD, n.d.c, which also contains data on official development assistance. There is a growing body of work exploring
the developmental, economic and social impacts of this trend.
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Figure 12. International remittance flows to low- and middle-income countries (1990-2020)
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Source:  World Bank, n.d. (accessed June 2021).
Note:  All numbers are in current (nominal) USD billion.

In 2020, India, China, Mexico, the Philippines and Egypt were (in descending order) the top five remittance recipient
countries, although India and China were well above the rest, with total inward remittances exceeding USD 59
billion for each country (see Table 3). G7 countries France and Germany remained in the top 10 of receiving
countries globally in 2020, just as they have done since 2005 (see Table 3). It should be noted, however, that
the majority of inflows are not household transfers, but relate to salaries of cross-border workers who work in
Switzerland while residing in France or Germany.®

33 Eurostat, 2020.
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Table 3. Top 10 countries receiving/sending international remittances (2005-2020)

(current USD billion)

41

Top countries receiving remittances

2005 2010 2015 2020
China 23.63 India 53.48 India 68.91 India 83.15
Mexico 22.74 China 5246 China 63.94 China 59.51
India 2213 Mexico 22.08 Philippines 29.80 Mexico 42.88
Nigeria 14.64 Philippines 21.56 Mexico 26.23 Philippines 34.91
France 14.21 France 19.90 France 24.07 Egypt 29.60
Philippines 13.73 Nigeria 19.74 Nigeria 20.63 Pakistan 26.11
Belgium 6.88 | Germany 12.79 Pakistan 19.31 France 24.48
Germany 6.86 Egypt 1245 Egypt 18.33 Bangladesh 21.75
Spain 6.66 Belgium 10.99 | Germany 15.58 | Germany 17.90
Poland 6.47 Bangladesh 10.85 Bangladesh 15.30 Nigeria 17.21
Top countries sending remittances
2005 2010 2015 2020
United States 47.75 United States 50.53 United States 60.72 United States 68.00
Saudi Arabia 14.30 Saudi Arabia 27.07 United Arab 40.70 United Arab 4324
Emirates Emirates
Germany 12.71 Russian 21.45 Saudi Arabia 38.79 | Saudi Arabia 34.60
Federation
Switzerland 10.86 Switzerland 18.51 Switzerland 26.03 Switzerland 27.96
United 9.64 Germany 14.68 Russian 19.69 Germany 22.02
Kingdom Federation
France 947 | laly 12.88 | Germany 18.25 China 18.12
Republic of 6.90 France 12.03 Kuwait 15.20 Russian 16.89
Korea Federation
Russian 6.83 Kuwait 11.86 France 12.79 France 15.04
Federation
Luxembourg 6.74 Luxembourg 10.66 Qatar 12.19 Luxembourg 14.20
Malaysia 5.68 United Arab 10.57 Luxembourg 11.19 Netherlands 13.92
Emirates
Source: World Bank, n.d. (accessed June 2021).

Note:  All numbers are in current (nominal) USD billion.
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There is no consensus on how “overreliance” on international remittances can be defined, but dependency on
remittances is mostly measured as the ratio of remittances to gross domestic product (GDP). There are currently
29 countries (out of 177 countries reported) that have a remittance-to-GDP ratio above 10 per cent. The top five
remittance-receiving countries by share of GDP in 2020 were Tonga (37.7%), followed by Somalia (35.3%), Lebanon
(32.9%), South Sudan (29.5%) and Kyrgyzstan (29.4%). While many countries maintained similar levels in 2020 as
in 2019, the share of GDP in Lebanon tripled as its GDP plummeted in 2020. By contrast, the Haitian remittance
economy as a share of GDP halved in value due to limited access to local currencies and the possible rise in transfer
costs. Heavy reliance on remittances can cultivate a culture of dependency in the receiving country, potentially
lowering labour force participation and slowing economic growth.>* Too much dependence on remittances also
makes the economy more vulnerable to sudden changes in remittance receipts.>

Figure 13. Top 20 recipient countries/territories of international remittances
by total in USD billion (left) and share of GDP (right), 2019-2020
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Source:  World Bank, n.d. (accessed June 2021).
Note:  All numbers are in current (nominal) USD billion. Yemen is not included as the remittances data have not been
updated.

34 Amuedo-Dorantes, 2014.
35 Ghosh, 2006.
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High-income countries are almost always the main source of international remittances. For decades, the United
States has consistently been the top remittance-sending country in the world, with a total outflow of USD 68
billion in 2020, followed by the United Arab Emirates (USD 43.24 billion), Saudi Arabia (USD 34.60 billion) and
Switzerland (USD 27.96 billion). The fifth highest remittance-sending country in both 2019 and 2020 was Germany
(with total outflows of USD 23.94 billion and 22.02 billion, respectively). In addition to its role as a top recipient,
China (classified as an upper-middle-income country by the World Bank) has also been a significant source of
international remittances, with USD 15.14 billion in 2019 and USD 18.12 billion reported in 2020.

Figure 14. Top 20 sending countries/territories of international remittances
by total in USD billion (left) and share of GDP (right), 2019-2020
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Source:  World Bank, n.d. (accessed June 2021)
Note:  All numbers are in current (nominal) USD billion.
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COVID-19, international remittances and digitalization

During 2020, many analysts around the world were closely following the latest information and analysis to
understand the migration and mobility implications of COVID-19 on international remittances.* Throughout
2020, remittances data from several countries defied World Bank projections of major declines globally in
remittances, with some countries posting record monthly inflows after mid-2020.

According to World Bank’s May 2021 report,® remittance flows have proved to be resilient during the
COVID-19 crisis. In 2020, officially recorded remittance flows reached USD 702 billion, only 2.4 per cent
below the USD 719 billion seen in 2019, which is in complete contrast to the previous estimates (USD 572
billion in April 2020< and USD 666 billion in October 20209).

Along with policy responses to support remittances and better economic conditions, a move from informal
channels (e.g. carrying cash across borders) towards more formal channels through an increased digitalization
of financial transfers appears to be one of the most important factors in explaining the slower-than-expected
decline in remittance flows. Therefore, official data are likely to capture more remittances even if the true size
of total international remittances (formal and informal) may have fallen. For example, in Mexico, remittance
flows shifted from informal to formal as border crossings were constrained during 2020 and electronic wire
transfers became the only option to remit.

Several countries have taken measures to encourage the use of digital services during the pandemic, and
mobile money platforms have made the transfer of remittances cheaper and faster than the traditional cash
and bank transfers. Through mobile money, remittances have become more traceable, making this method
safer than informal channels.f

However, the costs of sending remittances home, especially in sub-Saharan Africa, still remain high despite
global efforts to reduce the cost of international remittances since the late 2000s. As of March 2021, sending
remittances globally costs an average of 6.38 per cent of the amount sent (UN SDG target to reduce to less
than 3%) and 26 per cent of country-to-country corridors are above a total cost of 5 per cent (UN SDG
target to reach zero such corridors).8

COVID-19 may provide the extra push to harness technology to further expand remittance channels and
drive down costs.

IOM, 2020g; IOM, 2020h; IOM, 2020i, IOM, 2021b.
Ratha et al., 2021.

Ratha et al., 2020a.

Ratha et al., 2020b.

Dinarte et al., 2021.

Aron and Muellbauer, 2019.

g World Bank, 2021b.
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Refugees and asylum seekers

By the end of 2020, there was a total of 26.4 million refugees globally, with 20.7 million under UNHCR’s mandate
and 5.7 million refugees registered by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA)
in the Near East.® The total number of refugees is the highest on record, although the annual rate of growth has
slowed since 2012.

There were also approximately 4.1 million people seeking international protection and awaiting determination
of their refugee status, referred to as asylum seekers. In 2020, the global number of first-instance asylum claims
lodged was 1.1 million. This 45 per cent drop from the previous year’s 2 million represents the largest single-year
decrease since 2000, when asylum requests began being aggregated globally by UNHCR, and was a direct result
of COVID-19 mobility restrictions. The top recipient remained the United States with around 250,800 claims, a
14 per cent decrease from the previous year (301,000). Second placed was Germany, with 102,600 new claims, a
notable decrease from 2019 (142,500), and the lowest recorded in almost 10 years.

At the end of 2020, those under 18 years of age constituted around 38 per cent of the refugee population
(8 million of the 20.7 million refugees under UNHCR’s mandate). Unaccompanied and separated children (UASC)
lodged an estimated 21,000 individual asylum applications in 2020, a decrease from the previous year’s 25,000.

As outlined in previous reports, unresolved or renewed conflict dynamics in key countries contributed significantly
to current figures and trends. Of the refugees under UNHCR’s mandate at the end of 2020, the top 10 countries
of origin — the Syrian Arab Republic, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Myanmar, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Somalia, the Sudan, the Central African Republic, Eritrea and Burundi — accounted for more than 80 per cent of
the total refugee population. Many of these countries have been among the top origins of refugees for at least
seven years.

The ongoing, decade-long conflict in the Syrian Arab Republic saw the number of refugees from that country
reach approximately 6.7 million. This was an approximately 100,000 increase from the previous year and reaching
the seventh year in a row as the main origin country of refugees. The instability and violence that has made
Afghanistan a major source of refugees for over 30 years has continued, with the country being the second largest
origin country in the world, with 2.6 million refugees in 2020; this is a decrease from 2019 figures (2.7 million).
South Sudan remained the third largest origin country of refugees since large-scale violence erupted in the middle
of 2016, with 2.2 million at the end of 2020. Refugees from the Syrian Arab Republic, Afghanistan, South Sudan,
Myanmar and the Democratic Republic of the Congo comprised over half of the world’s refugee population. Figure
15 shows the trends in refugee numbers for the top five countries of origin from 2005 to 2020. The impact of the
Syrian conflict is clearly illustrated; in 2010, the Syrian Arab Republic was an origin country for fewer than 30,000
refugees and asylum seekers, whereas it was the third largest host country in the world, with more than 1 million
refugees mainly originating from Iraq.”

36 The content in this subsection is based on and drawn from UNHCR, 2021a. Please refer to this documents for explanatory notes,
deeper analysis, caveats, limitations and methodologies associated with the numbers and trends presented. UNHCR'’s previous Global
Trends reports, as well as its Population Statistics database (UNHCR, n.d.a) are other key sources of information.

37 UNHCR, 2011.
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Figure 15. Number of refugees by top five countries of origin, 2005-2020 (millions)
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Source:  UNHCR, n.d.a (accessed 23 June 2021).
Note:  South Sudan became a country in 2011.

Consistent with the previous years, more than half of all refugees resided in 10 countries. In 2020, for the fifth
consecutive year, Turkey was the largest host country in the world, with over 3.6 million refugees, mainly Syrians.
Reflecting the significant share of Syrians in the global refugee population, the bordering country of Lebanon also
featured among the top 10. Pakistan and the Islamic Republic of Iran were also among the top 10 refugee-hosting
countries, as the two principal hosts of refugees from Afghanistan, the second largest origin country. Uganda,
Germany, the Sudan, Bangladesh and Ethiopia comprised the rest. The vast majority (73%) of refugees were hosted
in neighbouring countries. According to UNHCR, the least developed countries — such as Bangladesh, Chad, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Rwanda, South Sudan, the Sudan, the United Republic of Tanzania,
Uganda and Yemen — hosted 27 per cent of the global total (6.7 million refugees).

Figure 16. Number of refugees by top five host countries as of 2020 (millions)
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In 2020, over 250,000 refugees returned to their countries of origin, 21 per cent less than in the previous year
(317,000). Almost half (122,000) of the returns were to South Sudan, the majority of these being from Uganda
(74,000). In 2020, South Sudan surpassed the Syrian Arab Republic for the most refugee returns.

While there are many challenges to measuring those benefiting from local integration, UNHCR estimates that in
2020, 28 countries reported at least one naturalized refugee (compared with 25 countries in 2019), with a total
of almost 34,000 naturalized refugees for the year — a notable decrease from the nearly 55,000 newly naturalized
refugees in 2019, but still an increase when compared with the 23,000 reported in 2016. In 2020, 85 per cent of
naturalizations occurred in Europe, the majority of which (approximately 25,700 refugees) were in the Netherlands.
Second and third placed were Canada (approximately 5,000) and France (approximately 2,500).

In 2020, approximately 34,400 refugees were admitted for resettlement globally, representing a huge decrease from
2019, when over 107,700 were resettled. The key resettlement countries were the United States and Canada, with
around 9,600 and 9,200 refugees respectively, and an extremely sharp decrease from the previous year of 27,500
(United States) and 30,100 (Canada). The European Union resettled a total of 11,600 refugees. Syrians were the
key beneficiaries, accounting for one third of resettled refugees, followed by Congolese (12%).

The sharp fall in refugee resettlement can be partially explained by the effect of the pandemic, which severely
limited international movements worldwide. An additional cause of the decline in the number of refugees resettled
in the United States was due to a substantial lowering of the refugee admission ceiling (the number of refugees
admitted for resettlement each fiscal year) and enhanced security screening for refugees from “high-risk” countries,
which has had the effect of decreasing the number of refugee admissions from these countries. Figure 17 provides
an overview of resettlement statistics for key countries from 2005 to 2020.

Figure 17. Number of refugees resettled by major resettlement countries in 2005-2020
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Source: UNHCR, n.d.b (accessed 23 June 2021).
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Over the last 10 years, the number of refugees in need of resettlement has dramatically increased, almost doubling
in size. UNHCR estimated that in 2011 there were approximately 805,000 refugees in need of resettlement, which
has increased to 1.4 million for 2021.%

The number of resettled refugees has fluctuated over the years. In 2005, almost 81,000 refugees were resettled,
compared with around 34,000 in 2020. However, in 2019 the number resettled was almost 108,000. Overall,
resettlement has not kept up with the significant increase in need (see Table 4).

Table 4. Number of refugees needing resettlement and number of refugees
resettled globally, from 2005

Total projected resettlement needs Resettlement

(including multi-year planning), persons arrivals
2005 - 80 734
2006 - 71 660
2007 - 75 271
2008 - 88 772
2009 - 112 455
2010 - 98 719
2011 805 535 79727
2012 781299 88918
2013 859 305 98 359
2014 690 915 105 148
2015 958 429 106 997
2016 1153296 172797
2017 1190 519 102 709
2018 1195 349 92 348
2019 1428 011 107 729
2020 1440 408 34 383
2021 1445 383 -

Source:  UNHCR, n.d.b (accessed 23 June 2021).
Note:  Projected Global Resettlement Needs Report by UNHCR is available from 2011.

38 UNHCR, 2021b.
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IOM’s role in resettlement

IOM plays a key role in global resettlement. Providing essential support to States in resettling refugees and
other humanitarian entrants is a fundamental purpose and is among its largest ongoing activities. Beyond
traditional refugee resettlement and humanitarian admission programmes, more States are interested in or
are currently carrying out other forms of admission, such as private sponsorships, academic scholarships and
labour mobility schemes. IOM’s movement data for resettlement assistance refer to the overall number of
refugees and other persons of concern travelling under IOM auspices from various countries of departure to
destinations around the world during a given period.

In 2019, around 107,000 persons travelled under IOM’s auspices through resettlement programmes, with
significant operations out of Afghanistan, Egypt, Ethiopia, Irag, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon, Turkey, Uganda,
Ukraine and the United Republic of Tanzania.* Of the above-mentioned figure, around 30,000 persons in
need of international protection were resettled to 18 different European countries, representing 30 per cent
of the global resettlement and humanitarian admission caseload assisted by IOM.

In 2020, IOM supported over 27 States in conducting resettlement, humanitarian admissions and relocation
for a total of 40,536 refugees and other persons in situations of vulnerability, with significant operations out
of Afghanistan, Greece, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey. The top three resettlement countries were the United
States, Canada and Sweden. Of the above-mentioned total, 3,063 beneficiaries in need of international
protection were relocated from Greece, Italy and Malta to 14 destination countries in the European
Economic Area, the majority of whom were moved via charter flights.

IOM supports its Member States in implementing a variety of resettlement, relocation and other humanitarian
admission schemes, many of which are well-established programmes, while others are ad hoc responses to
specific forced migration crises.

Given the high needs and lack of available places for resettlement, IOM continues to engage with actors on
increasing accessibility to safe and legal pathways. Under cooperative agreements, IOM provides stakeholders
with necessary information and shares data with key partners, such as UNHCR, resettlement countries and
settlement agencies. IOM works in close collaboration with UNHCR on a regular basis to verify and better
align aggregate data related to resettlement, specifically around figures for departures. For more information
on IOM'’s resettlement activities, see www.iom.int/resettlement-assistance.

a IOM, 2020;.
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Internally displaced persons

The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) compiles data on two types of internal displacement: new
displacements during a given period, and the total stock of internally displaced persons (IDPs) at a given point in
time. This statistical information is categorized by two broad displacement causes: (a) disasters, and (b) conflict
and violence. However, IDMC acknowledges the challenges associated with distinguishing between disasters and
conflict as the immediate cause of displacement, and highlights the growing need to identify better ways to report
on displacement in the context of multiple drivers.?” Measures to curb the spread of COVID-19 have impeded the
collection of displacement data.®

At an estimated 48 million, the total global stock of people internally displaced by conflict and violence in 59
countries and territories as of 31 December 2020 was the highest on record since IDMC began monitoring in 1998,
and represents an increase from the 45.9 million reported in 2019. As with trends for refugees (discussed in the
previous section), intractable and new conflicts have meant that the total number of persons internally displaced
by conflict and violence has almost doubled since 2000 and has risen sharply since 2010.

Figure 18 shows the world’s top 20 countries with the largest number of IDPs displaced due to conflict and violence
(stock) at the end of 2020. Most countries were either in the Middle East or sub-Saharan Africa. The Syrian Arab
Republic had the highest number of people displaced due to conflict (6.6 million) by the end of 2020, followed
by the Democratic Republic of the Congo (5.3 million). Colombia had the third largest number with 4.9 million,
followed by Yemen (3.6 million) and Afghanistan (3.5 million). Over 35 million (nearly 74%) of the global total of
48 million people displaced lived in just 10 countries.*'

In terms of proportion of national population, the Syrian Arab Republic, whose conflict has dragged on for
over a decade, had over 35 per cent of its population displaced due to conflict and violence. Somalia had the
second highest proportion (19%), followed by the Central African Republic, South Sudan and Yemen (with over
12%). It is important to note, however, that especially for protracted displacement cases, such as in Colombia, some
people who have returned to their places of origin and to their homes may still be counted as internally displaced.
This is because, in some cases, a durable solution has not been achieved.” Organizations such as IDMC follow the
Inter-Agency Standing Committee’s Durable Solutions for Internally Displaced Persons framework, which stipulates
eight criteria that constitute a durable solution in determining when people should no longer be considered
internally displaced.®

39 IDMC highlights the challenges in collecting data on displacements due to development projects, criminal violence or slow-onset
disasters, as well as their efforts to overcome these difficulties. See IDMC, 2019:72-73.

40 IDMC, 2020:4.

41 The 10 countries comprise the Syrian Arab Republic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Colombia, Yemen, Afghanistan, Somalia,
Nigeria, the Sudan, Ethiopia and South Sudan.

42 A durable solution is achieved “when IDPs no longer have specific assistance and protection needs that are linked to their displacement
and such persons can enjoy their human rights without discrimination resulting from their displacement.” See, for example, Brookings
Institution and University of Bern, 2010.

43 The criteria include: safety and security; adequate standard of living; access to livelihoods; restoration of housing, land and property;
access to documentation; family reunification; participation in public affairs; and access to effective remedies and justice. See, for
example, Brookings Institution and University of Bern, 2010; IDMC, 2019.
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Figure 18. Top 20 countries with the largest populations of internally displaced persons
by conflict and violence at the end of 2020 (millions)
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Source: IDMC, 2021.
Notes:  IDP populations refer to the accumulated number of people displaced over time. The
population size used to calculate the percentage of conflict IDPs is based on the total
resident population of the country per UN DESA population estimates (2021a).

In 2020, the global total number of persons displaced by disasters was around 7 million persons across 104
countries and territories. These people were reported to be still living in displacement at the end of 2020 due to
disasters that occurred in 2020. As noted by IDMC, this figure is a “highly conservative estimate”, as it does not
capture those living in displacement because of disasters that took place before 2020.
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IDP statistics: recommendations

New recommendations® were published in January 2021 by the Expert Group on Refugee and IDP Statistics
(EGRIS), which was established in 2016 to facilitate the compilation of official statistics on refugees, asylum
seekers and internally displaced persons. The recommendations have updated the 2018 technical report,® the
first globally recognized standards for official statistics on forced displacement, providing recommendations
on the production and dissemination of statistics on internal displacement. The Expert Group’s report
comprises six chapters (excluding introduction and endnotes):

* Legal and policy frameworks and definitions: international and regional standards for protecting IDPs,
and commonly used non-statistical definitions for IDPs;

* Statistical framework for internal displacement: specification of population groups in the scope of the
recommendations, and statistical definitions of IDP inflows, stocks and outflows;

* Durable solutions and key displacement-related vulnerabilities: analysis of IDP vulnerabilities and
assessment of progress towards durable solutions;

* Outline of key variables and indicators: recommended variables including age and sex, and tabulations
for the different categories of persons that fall within the internal displacement statistical framework;

 Data sources for collecting statistics on IDPs: data sources, including censuses and surveys, available to
produce |IDP statistics, and their respective challenges and advantages; and

* Principles and mechanisms for the coordination of IDP statistics: quality standards and the role of
coordination over operational data and strengthening statistical systems on forced displacement.

The recommendations will be continually promoted by a group of countries with technical support from
EGRIS members to build data systems and statistical capacity.

a EGRIS, 2020.
b EGRIS, 2018.

New displacements in 2020

By the end of 2020, there had been a total of 40.5 million new internal displacements across 42 countries and
territories due to conflict and violence, and 144 countries and territories due to disasters. Seventy-six per cent
(30.7 million) of these new displacements were triggered by disasters and 24 per cent (9.8 million) were caused
by conflict and violence.*

In 2020, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (2.2 million) and Syrian Arab Republic (1.8 million) topped the
list with the highest numbers of new displacements caused by conflict and violence, considerably influencing global
numbers as a result. They are followed by Ethiopia (1.7 million), Mozambique (0.6 million) and Burkina Faso
(0.5 million). The Philippines experienced the highest absolute numbers of new disaster displacements in 2020
(approximately 5.1 million).*

44 The content in this subsection is based on and drawn from IDMC, 2020 and IDMC, 2021. Please refer to these documents for
explanatory notes, deeper analysis, caveats, limitations and methodologies associated with the numbers and trends presented. IDMC'’s
previous Global Estimates reports (available at www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/), as well as its Global Internal Displacement
Database (IDMC, n.d.), are other key sources of information.

45 IDMC highlights possible reasons for these changes, including stabilization of front lines of conflicts, ceasefires, restrictions on freedom
of movement and changes in methodology for data collection.
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In any given year, many more people are newly displaced by disasters than those newly displaced by conflict and
violence, and many more countries are affected by disaster displacement. This is apparent when examining the
number of countries and territories in which new displacements occurred in 2020: 144 for disasters, compared
with 42 for conflict and violence (see Figure 19). As in previous years, weather-related disasters triggered the vast
majority (30 million) of all new displacements, with storms accounting for 14.6 million displacements and floods
for 14.1 million.

Figure 19. Conflict displacements (top) and disaster displacements (bottom) in 2020 by location

Source:  IDMC, 2021.
Note: ~ This map is for illustration purposes only. The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not
imply official endorsement or acceptance by the International Organization for Migration.
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As shown in Figure 20, in previous years, annual new disaster displacements outnumbered new displacements
associated with conflict and violence. IDMC notes, however, that a significant portion of the global total of new
displacements by disasters is usually associated with short-term evacuations in a relatively safe and orderly manner.

Figure 20. New internal displacements due to conflict and disasters, 2010-2020 (millions)
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Source:  IDMC, n.d. (accessed May 2021).

Notes:  The term “new displacements” refers to the number of displacement movements that occurred in a given year,
not the total accumulated stock of IDPs resulting from displacement over time. New displacement figures include
individuals who have been displaced more than once, and do not correspond to the number of people displaced
during a given year.
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IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix

IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) programme gathers and analyses data to disseminate
critical multilayered information on displacement and population mobility. DTM’s data collection and
analysis enables decision makers and responders to provide these populations with better context-
specific and evidence-based assistance. Data are shared in the form of maps, infographics, reports,
interactive web-based visualizations, and raw or customized data exports. Based on a given context,
the DTM gathers information on populations, locations, conditions, needs and vulnerabilities, using
one or more of the following methodological tools:

* Tracking mobility and multisectoral needs at area and location level to monitor needs and target
assistance;

*  Monitoring movement (“flow”) trends and the overall situation at origin, transit and destination
points;

* Registering displaced individuals and households for beneficiary selection and vulnerability
targeting and programming;

* Conducting surveys, to gather specific in-depth information from populations of interest.

In 2020, operating in more than 80 countries, the DTM tracked over 30 million IDPs, 26 million
returnees and 5 million migrants. IOM’s DTM database is one of the largest sources for global annual
estimates on internal displacement compiled by IDMC. For more information on IOM’s DTM, see
http://dtm.iom.int.
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Conclusions

It is important to understand migration and displacement, and how they are changing globally, given their relevance
to States, local communities and individuals. Human migration and mobility may be age-old phenomena that stretch
back to the earliest periods of history, but their manifestations and impacts have changed over time as the world
has become more globalized.* This has been highlighted in stark terms as COVID-19 continues to significantly
disrupt international migration and mobility (and many other facets of modern society), more than 18 months
since it was first declared a pandemic by the WHO.* Ongoing mobility restrictions remain a key feature in many
societies around the world as virus strains see confirmed cases rise again and while vaccine roll-outs continue, albeit
in a highly uneven way globally. Restrictions to mobility — international and internal — emerged as one of the key
pillars of COVID-19 response and, while evolving and fluctuating, have persisted ever since. The thematic chapter
on COVID-19 impacts (Chapter 5 of this report) explores these issues in much greater detail, with a focus on the
first 12 months of the pandemic and its longer-term implications.

Now, more than at any other time in history, we have more data and information on migration and displacement
globally at our disposal; yet the very nature of migration in an interconnected world means that its dynamics can
be difficult to capture in statistical terms. That said, we have seen entirely new data sets emerge very quickly
during the pandemic, including from IOM (Figure 8) and other United Nations agencies, as well as from academic
institutions.”® Further, some of the large technology companies, including Facebook and Google, began releasing
anonymized mobility data early in the pandemic that was based on users’ mobility records, providing an indication
of the vast amounts of unit record data collected, while also underscoring existing concerns regarding the human
rights implications (including privacy) of such data reserves and their usage.* We are also seeing how the increasing
digitalization of migration and mobility — the lifeblood of which is data — is being increasingly utilized as part of
ongoing efforts to develop and implement artificial intelligence technology in migration systems (see Chapter 11 of
this report). Reducing global inequality is also supported by data collection and analysis. The Global Compact for
Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration emphasizes a commitment to improving international cooperation on migration,
as well as collecting migration data and undertaking research and analysis so that we may better understand
trends and evolving patterns and processes, to support the development of evidence-based responses. Recent
developments in this area are described in Chapter 4, with particular reference to work being undertaken by the
United Nations Network on Migration.

In the context of ongoing globalization, as well as expanding data collection and related digitalization processes, it
is increasingly relevant to stay abreast of long-term trends and evolving patterns in migration and displacement. In
this chapter, we have provided a global overview of migration and migrants, based on the current data available.
Notwithstanding data gaps and lags, several high-level conclusions can be drawn. At the global level, for example,
we can see that, over time, migrants have taken up residence in some regions (such as Asia and Europe) at a
much greater rate than others (such as Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean); and that this trend is likely
to continue over the longer term, notwithstanding the acute impacts of the pandemic in recent months. Likewise,
statistics show that migrant workers continue to gravitate toward regions with greater opportunities, as economies

46 McAuliffe and Goossens, 2018; Triandafyllidou, 2018.
47 WHO, 2020.

48 See, for example, the University of Oxford’s Government Response Tracker (used in this chapter) and the Johns Hopkins University
COVID-19 data set (referred to in Chapter 5 of this report).

49 Toh, 2020; Zuboff, 2021.
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grow and labour markets evolve, and that some migrant worker populations are heavily gendered (see Figure 11).
That said, additional analysis in this report (Chapter 7) indicates that there have been changes in the composition of
migration corridors, along with indications that higher mobility has been occurring from highly developed countries
in recent years.

The global data also show that displacement caused by conflict, generalized violence and other factors remains at a
record high, notwithstanding the additional difficulties in collecting data during the pandemic. Intractable, unresolved
and recurring conflicts and violence have led to an increase in the number of refugees around the world. While a
handful of countries continue to provide solutions for refugees, overall, these have been profoundly and persistently
insufficient in addressing global needs. In addition, there were estimated to be more people displaced internally
at the end of 2020 than ever before. Recent tragic events in Afghanistan indicate that we are likely to see global
displacement numbers rise even higher in the immediate future as people are displaced within and from that
country during the remainder of 2021 and into 2022.
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MIGRATION AND MIGRANTS:
REGIONAL DIMENSIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS

The previous chapter provides an overview of migration globally, with specific reference to international migrants and
migration flows, and to the impacts of COVID-19 on mobility globally. Particular migrant groups — including migrant
workers, refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced persons (IDPs) — as well as international remittances,
were also discussed. This chapter focuses primarily on the regional level in order to provide a more detailed picture
of migration, which sets out a different, but complementary, perspective of migrants and movements in different
parts of the world.!

Our starting point is geographic, rather than thematic, given that geography is one of the fundamentals underpinning
migration today, just as it has been in the past. Notwithstanding increasing globalization, geography remains one
of the most significant factors shaping patterns of migration and displacement. Many people who migrate across
borders do so within their immediate regions — to countries that are close by, countries to which it may be easier
to travel, that may be more familiar, and from which it may also be easier to return. For people who are displaced,
finding safety quickly is paramount. People therefore tend to be displaced to safer locations nearby, whether that
is within their own countries or across international borders.

This chapter seeks to assist migration policymakers, practitioners, researchers and students to make better sense
of international migration globally by using a geographic perspective to present regional migration overviews. The
analysis in this chapter focuses on six world regions as defined by the United Nations, and used by the United
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) and other organizations:

e Africa;
*  Asia;
» Europe;

* Latin America and the Caribbean;
*  Northern America;
*  Oceania.

For each of these regions, the analysis includes: (@) an overview and brief discussion of key migration statistics
based on data compiled and reported by UN DESA, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), the University of Oxford COVID-19 Government
Response Tracker and IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM); and (b) succinct descriptions of “key features
and developments” in migration in the region, based on a wide range of data, information and analyses from
international organizations, researchers and analysts.

To account for the diversity of migration patterns, trends and issues within each of the six regions, the descriptive
narratives of “key features and recent developments” are presented at the subregional level. For Asia, for example,
this cascade approach allows for the presentation of insights from statistical data on Asia as a whole, followed by
summary information on subregions, including Eastern Asia, Southern Asia, South-East Asia, the Middle East and
Central Asia. A breakdown of the regions and subregions is provided in Appendix A. These subregional overviews
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provide information on migration patterns from, within and to the subregions.? Beyond this, attention has been
paid to particular features that exist in a subregion, such as labour migration and international remittances, irregular
migration, human trafficking and displacement (both internal and international). The subregional overviews are not
intended to be exhaustive, but are designed to be illustrative of key trends and recent changes in migration over
the previous two years.

It is important to note that this chapter builds on the previous regional chapters of the World Migration Reports of
2018 and 2020 by providing an update on statistics and current issues, including in relation to COVID-19 impacts.
Significant changes over the two years since the last edition of the World Migration Report have been reflected
in this chapter, which incorporates data and information up until the end of June 2021. Recent global events are
discussed, such as those related to the impacts of COVID-19 on migration and mobility across various subregions,
along with recent conflict and disaster displacement events. The chapter draws on the existing evidence base and
sources are provided in endnotes and the references section. We encourage readers to refer to sources cited
in this chapter to learn more about topics of interest. Thematic chapters in this volume may also be of interest,
including those on COVID-19 (Chapter 5), peace and security and migration (Chapter 6), climate change (Chapter
9) and human trafficking (Chapter 10).

Africa’

Migration in Africa involves large numbers of international migrants moving both within and from the region. As
shown in Figure 1, in 2020 around 21 million Africans were living in another African country, a significant increase
from 2015, when around 18 million Africans were estimated to be living within the region. The number of Africans
living in different regions also grew during the same period, from around 17 million in 2015 to over 19.5 million
in 2020.

Figure 1 shows that since 2000, international migration within the African region has increased significantly. Since
1990, the number of African migrants living outside of the region has more than doubled, with the growth in
Europe most pronounced. In 2020, most African-born migrants living outside the region were residing in Europe
(11 million), Asia (nearly 5 million) and Northern America (around 3 million).

One of the most striking aspects to note about international migrants in Africa, as shown in Figure 1, is the small
number of migrants who were born outside of the region and have since moved there. From 2015 to 2020, the
number of migrants born outside the region remained virtually unchanged (around 2 million), most of whom were
from Asia and Europe.
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Migrant Stock (millions)

Figure 1. Migrants to, within and from Africa, 1990-2020
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“Migrants to Africa” refers to migrants residing in the region (i.e. Africa) who were born in one of the other
regions (e.g. Europe or Asia). “Migrants within Africa” refers to migrants born in the region (i.e. Africa) and
residing outside their country of birth, but still within the African region. “Migrants from Africa” refers to
people born in Africa who were residing outside the region (e.g. in Europe or Northern America).
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The African countries with the largest number of emigrants tend to be in the north of the region. These are
shown on the left-hand side of Figure 2, where countries are ranked by their overall numbers of migrants (the
combination of immigrants in the country and emigrants from the country). In 2020, Egypt had the largest number
of people living abroad, followed by Morocco, South Sudan, the Sudan, Somalia and Algeria. In terms of the number
of immigrants, South Africa remains the most significant destination country in Africa, with around 2.9 million
international migrants residing in the country; however, this is a drop of more than 9 per cent since 2015, when
the country had over 3.2 million international migrants. Other countries with high immigrant populations as a
proportion of their total populations, but not among the top 20, include Gabon (19%), Equatorial Guinea (16%),
Seychelles (13%) and Libya (12%).

Figure 2. Top 20 African migrant countries, 2020
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Note 1: The population size used to calculate the percentage of immigrants and emigrants is based on the UN DESA total
resident population of the country, which includes foreign-born populations.

Note 2: “Immigrant” refers to foreign-born migrants residing in the country. “Emigrant” refers to people born in the country
who were residing outside their country of birth in 2021.
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Most African countries enacted a range of COVID-19-related travel restrictions, both international and internal,
starting in early 2020. Notably, international travel controls were imposed several weeks before restrictions on
internal movements came into force (Figure 3). International control measures such as screening arrivals were
put in place earliest and remained in place for nearly all countries in the region. Other international restrictions,
however, which peaked between March and June 2020, began to decline in July, with controls such as the ban on
arrivals from some regions and total border closures falling sharply and being abandoned by most countries in the
region by mid-2021.

Slightly fewer countries in Africa issued restrictions on internal movement when compared with international travel
controls. These restrictions, which were at the highest between March and April 2020, began to decline mid-year,
with slight upticks during “new waves” of infections.

Figure 3. COVID-19-related travel controls in Africa: International and internal,
January 2020 to June 2021
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Notes:  Categories used are those of the Oxford Government Response Tracker; categories included in the data set are for COVID-
19-related restrictions only and do not reflect other travel restrictions that may also be in place, such as those related to visa
restrictions, entry bans based on citizenship, departure/exit restrictions and internal movement restrictions.



64 Migration and migrants: Regional dimensions and developments

In the early months of the pandemic, there was a sharp increase in COVID-19-related travel restrictions imposed
both on countries within Africa (represented by the solid blue line) and those outside region (dotted blue line)
(Figure 4). At their peak, around 80 per cent of corridors (intraregional and global) had travel restrictions. These
measures levelled off around mid-2020 and soon began to decline, with intra-African travel restrictions falling
much more sharply. By late 2020, health-related measures such as quarantine requirements and requiring negative
COVID-19 test results had surpassed intra-African travel restrictions. Strikingly, however, unlike travel restrictions
— which remained relatively high for countries outside of Africa compared with those within the continent — there
were significantly more intra-African health measures when compared with similar controls imposed on countries
outside the continent. As shown in the figure below, more than 80 per cent of country-to-country corridors (within
the region) had implemented health-related measures as of 30 June 2021.

Figure 4. COVID-19-related international travel measures in Africa: March 2020 to June 2021
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Notes: Health-related measures include health screening and monitoring, testing/medical certificates and quarantine measures.
Travel restrictions include passenger restrictions based on nationality or arrival from a geographic location. See the
DTM Mobility restrictions page for more information on the methodology.

In 2020, Egypt, Nigeria, Morocco, Ghana and Kenya were the top five international remittance recipient countries in
Africa (see Figure 5). Inflows to Egypt and Nigeria alone exceeded USD 15 billion for each country and accounted
for 56 per cent of total remittance flows to the region. As a percentage of gross domestic product (GDP), however,
the top five remittance-receiving countries in 2020 were Somalia (35%), followed by South Sudan (30%), Lesotho
(21%), the Gambia (16%) and Cabo Verde (14%). Overall remittances to Africa decreased by around 3 per cent in
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2020 compared with 2019, largely due to a 28 per cent decline in remittance flows to Nigeria, the second largest
remittance-receiving country in the region. Excluding Nigeria, however, remittances to the region grew by nearly
6 per cent in 2020 despite the COVID-19 pandemic, driven by unexpectedly strong flows to Egypt and Morocco.

Meanwhile, as shown in Figure 5, South Africa and Angola were the leading remittance source countries in the
region, with outflows from the two countries amounting to around USD 921 million and USD 576 million,
respectively, in 2020. While remittance outflows from South Africa declined in 2020 compared with 2019, those
from Angola, Mozambique and Namibia, the second, third and fifth largest remittance source countries, increased.

Figure 5. Top African international remittance recipient and source countries, 2019 and 2020
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Displacement within and from Africa is a major feature of the region, as shown in Figure 6. Most refugees and
asylum seekers on the continent were hosted in neighbouring countries within the region. The top 10 countries in
Africa, ranked by the combined total of refugees and asylum seekers both hosted by and originating from a given
country, are shown in Figure 6. South Sudan was the origin of the largest number of refugees in Africa in 2020
(2 million) and ranked fourth in the world after the Syrian Arab Republic, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and
Afghanistan, with most being hosted in neighbouring countries such as Uganda. With protracted conflicts in both
countries, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Somalia were the origin of the second and third highest
number of refugees in the region. Most of these refugees are also hosted in neighbouring countries. Other large
refugee populations have originated from the Sudan and the Central African Republic. Uganda remained the largest
host country of refugees in the region and the fourth largest in the world after Turkey, Colombia and Pakistan,
with around 1.4 million living in the country; most were from South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. Other large refugee hosting countries in 2020 were the Sudan and Ethiopia.

Figure 6. Top 10 African countries by total refugees and asylum seekers, 2020
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Note:  “Hosted” refers to those refugees and asylum seekers from other countries who are residing in
the receiving country (right-hand side of the figure); “abroad” refers to refugees and asylum seekers
originating from that country who are outside of their origin country. The top 10 countries are based
on 2020 data and are calculated by combining refugees and asylum seekers in and from countries.
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The largest new internal displacements in Africa in 2020 took place in sub-Saharan Africa, with the majority caused
by conflict (see Figure 7). The Democratic Republic of the Congo and Ethiopia experienced the largest conflict
displacements in the region. By the end of 2020, there were a little over 2 million new conflict displacements in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and more than 1.6 million in Ethiopia. While the scale of displacements
due to conflict is not as acute in terms of absolute numbers in the Central African Republic, the country had the
largest displacements as a proportion of national population (around 7%).

Somalia and Ethiopia had the largest and second largest disaster displacements, respectively. In Somalia, heavy
rains and subsequent flooding drove many of the displacements. Across sub-Saharan Africa, disaster-related events
further exacerbated crises, particularly in countries already in conflict, triggering new and secondary movements.

Figure 7. Top 20 African countries by new internal displacements (disaster and conflict), 2020
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Notes:  The term “new displacements” refers to the number of displacement movements that occurred in 2020, not the total
accumulated stock of IDPs resulting from displacement over time. New displacement figures include individuals who have been
displaced more than once and do not correspond to the number of people displaced during the year.

The population size used to calculate the percentage of new disaster and conflict displacements is based on the total resident
population of the country per 2021 UN DESA population estimates, and the percentage is for relative illustrative purposes only.
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Key features and developments in Africa*

West and Central Africa

The COVID-19 pandemic and related containment measures have had wide-ranging impacts on migration
and mobility in West and Central Africa, disrupting intraregional movement and resulting in stranded
migrants. Most international migrants from West and Central Africa move within the subregion. Many migrate
for economic reasons, including to work in both the informal and formal sectors.> However, in the early months
of the pandemic, travel and movement restrictions such as border closures resulted in the suspension of free
movement arrangements, such as those of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), which
had long facilitated greater mobility within the subregion.® Between March and April 2020, up to 12 countries in the
subregion closed their borders.” Consequently, intraregional migration flows in West and Central Africa dropped by
nearly 50 per cent between January and April 2020 at key transit points.® Border closures also led to thousands
of migrants being stranded, including seasonal workers, students and herders such as those who traditionally move
along the transhumance corridor between Mauritania and Chad. By mid-2020, an estimated 50,000 migrants had
been stranded in quarantine and transit centres and at international borders in West and Central Africa.’ Travel
restrictions also had devastating impacts on trade and on the livelihoods of border communities, including migrants,
many of whom are engaged in the informal sector, which employs most people in both West and Central Africa.”
Further, with formal recruitment channels suspended and borders closed, some migrants in West Africa resorted
to using irregular migration channels and there were reports of smugglers charging higher fees to facilitate travel
between countries. However, due to tighter border controls and the general decrease in population movements,
migrant smuggling from the subregion decreased in the early months of the crisis, with irregular migration flows
to Europe, for example, also temporarily falling." While many countries have reopened their borders, various
health and travel restrictions remain and continue to have impacts on migration and mobility in the subregion.
The pandemic has also complicated political priorities, including those related to migration governance; however,
as some analysis suggests, this is also an opportunity to strengthen migration governance and cooperation in the
subregion and there is impetus to this end in some countries."

The crisis in Central Sahel, characterized by the recent upsurge in conflict and violence, has resulted
in one of the worst humanitarian disasters in Africa. The Central Sahel area, which encompasses Burkina
Faso, the Niger and Mali, has experienced an increase in violence in recent years, driven by a combination of
factors, including competition over natural resources, underdevelopment and poverty. The violence over access
to natural resources has especially been exploited by non-State armed groups in rural areas, as State authorities
have increasingly withdrawn into cities. Moreover, intercommunal violence in rural areas, including conflict between
farmers and herders around transhumance, has also exacerbated an already difficult humanitarian situation, while
the effects of climate change, such as unpredictable weather patterns and record hot periods, have worsened
communal tensions and violence. Across the three States, an estimated 1.9 million people were internally displaced
by the end of 2020, while thousands died due to violence during the same year.”

Climate change and extreme weather events are significant triggers of displacement, while also continuing
to affect the livelihoods of millions of people and increasing competition over natural resources. Across
Central and West Africa, climate change has contributed to prolonged droughts and unpredictable rainfall, impacting
on the land use patterns of farmers and herders." Severe droughts, which have become more frequent, are not
only disrupting livelihoods, but are also forcing many pastoralists into displacement.” Storm surges and flooding
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have also become more common, and in 2020 alone, they affected more than 2 million people across 18 countries
in the subregion, resulting in the destruction of livestock, land and goods, and contributing to the ongoing food
insecurity.” In the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Cameroon, for example, heavy rain and flooding led
to around 279,000 and 116,000 new displacements, respectively.”” Further, climate change has worsened existing
tensions in communities over reduced access to water and grazing land, leading to increased violence over these
natural resources. Of note is Nigeria's Middle Belt region and the border between Burkina Faso and Mali; this
situation has been exploited by extremist groups, which capitalize on current tensions to further their causes.'

Displacement due to violent extremism continues to be a defining feature in West and Central Africa,
with millions of people uprooted from their homes. In the Lake Chad basin, including Nigeria, Chad, the Niger
and Cameroon, extremist groups such as Boko Haram have increased their attacks and kidnapping of civilians,
while also continuing to recruit children into fighting.!” New extremist groups have also emerged in recent years,
while some have expanded by establishing ties with regional or international groups.?’ In addition to Boko Haram,
there are several other active groups that have not only caused displacement, but have also led to deaths and set
back years of development gains in the Lake Chad basin and the Sahel?’ Their expansion across West Africa has
been aided, in part, by smugglers and trafficking networks, as well as porous borders in the subregion.?? Extremist
groups continue to take advantage of underlying ethnic animosities, poverty and the absence of State control in
some rural areas to draw in recruits and advance their agendas.* Meanwhile, new coalitions of armed groups in
Central Africa have devastated the lives of many people. In the Central African Republic, for example, one in four
of the country’s population was either a refugee or an IDP, and in the first six months of 2020, nearly as many
people had been displaced within the country as had been displaced across the entire year of 2019.2*

Women and girls comprise a significant number of migrants in West and Central Africa, with many
experiencing a range of gender-based risks. VWomen in the subregion migrate for various reasons, including in
search of economic opportunities, to reunite with their families and to further their education.”® In West Africa,
nearly half of all migrants within and from the subregion are female.® The growing number of women migrants
in the subregion is also evident in the number of migrant returns, which are increasingly comprised of women.”
Economic factors remain the primary driver of migration and while women migrants are engaged in both formal
and informal employment activities, the majority continue to be employed in the informal economy, including in
areas such as trade and domestic work.?® Female migrants from and within the subregion face several challenges
and risks, both during migration and following arrival in destination countries. Sexual exploitation and violence
during migration journeys, precarious employment conditions in destination countries and low wages are some of
the challenges that many experience.”

Eastern and Southern Africa

The COVID-19 pandemic has taken a devastating toll on millions of migrants, including refugees, in
both Eastern and Southern Africa. In the early weeks and months of the pandemic, several countries in the
subregion completely closed their borders and restricted movement, resulting in a significant decline in migration
and mobility within the subregion.®® In addition to closing borders, some countries suspended the reception of
new asylum seekers and refugees, leaving many people — at least temporarily — without protection.3' Uganda, for
example, host to one of the largest refugee populations in the world, effectively ceased its “open door” policy to
refugees and asylum seekers in early 2020. Further, refugees living in crowded camps and those in remote areas
far from government health facilities have faced a range of challenges, including poor or no access to testing and
treatment, while at the same time experiencing difficulty adhering to physical and social distancing, making them
particularly vulnerable to contracting COVID-19.32 As countries went into lockdown, leaving many migrants without
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work and the means to return home, thousands were left stranded in the subregion.®® The pandemic also had an
impact on irregular migration from the region. In the first few months of the pandemic, there was a decline in
irregular migrant arrivals from the region to Europe, although by mid-2020, these numbers had risen again.3* The
drop in the number of migrants from the Horn of Africa going to Gulf countries through Yemen, however, was
much more sustained, declining by 73 per cent in 2020.%° In the same year, thousands of Horn of African migrants
also returned from Yemen, often aided by smugglers, as many lost their sources of income due to the disruptions
caused by the pandemic, while also experiencing increased human rights abuses.* The closure of the Yemen—Saudi
Arabia border in 2020 also meant that many migrants headed to Saudi Arabia were no longer able to reach their
intended destination.”” The pandemic’s impacts have extended to disrupting peace processes and operations across
the world, including in Eastern Africa, and thus prolonging conflicts, which continue to drive displacement in the
subregion.®® Meanwhile, in parts of Southern Africa, the pandemic has been used to instrumentalize xenophobia
and to scapegoat migrants.*® Undocumented migrants and asylum seekers, among other migrants, have been hard
hit by lockdown measures, which have worsened their already difficult socioeconomic conditions, with many unable
to access pandemic-related support services.® While some countries in the subregion included migrants such as
refugees and asylum seekers in their COVID-19-related health measures, including vaccinations, some continued to
exclude them, with irregular migrants in particular being left out.*!

Labour migration is a key feature in Eastern and Southern Africa, with a significant number of migrant
workers within and from the subregion. Intraregional migration in Eastern and Southern Africa has increased
over the years, driven in part by the growth of migrant workers in the subregion.*? In Eastern Africa, integration
efforts such as the East African Common Market Protocol, while still facing major implementation challenges, have
gradually made it easier for people to work across borders.”® Recent arrangements, such as the Free Movement
and Transhumance Protocol endorsed in June 2021, could also further accelerate intraregional migration once
ratified and implemented by the Member States of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD).*
Other regional economic communities, such as the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA),
have also developed programmes to further facilitate regular labour migration among Member States.®® Intraregional
irregular migration, including for economic reasons, is also prevalent.* Similar to Eastern Africa, the number of
international migrant workers within the Southern African Development Community (SADC) has also increased,
comprised of labour migrants from within and outside Southern Africa.*” An increasingly large number of people
also migrate outside the subregion. Traditionally, Northern America and Europe have been the major destinations
for emigrants from East African countries such as Kenya. In 2020, the largest Kenyan diaspora resided in the
United States (nearly 157,000) and the United Kingdom (around 139,000).”® Gulf States have also become a major
destination for a growing number of Ugandan, Kenyan and Ethiopian migrant workers.* Large diaspora communities
from the subregion have resulted in significant international remittance inflows in recent years. Kenya, for example,
the third largest remittance recipient in sub-Saharan Africa after Nigeria and Ghana, received over USD 3 billion in
2020, a 9 per cent increase from 2019.5° This growth in remittance flows to Kenya was largely driven by increased
flows from the United States.>’ Other countries in the subregion with significant numbers of their populations living
abroad, such as Somalia and Uganda, also rank among the top 10 remittance-receiving countries in sub-Saharan
Africa.>? South Africa is also a major destination for many migrants from the subregion and is the largest source
of remittances in Africa.
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The surge in terrorist attacks, in addition to persistent conflicts in parts of Southern and Eastern Africa,
remain significant drivers of displacement. In northern Mozambique, the intensification of violent attacks by
Ahlu Sunna wal Jama has resulted in a sharp increase in displacement. These extremely violent attacks have plunged
the country’s northern provinces such as Cabo Delgado, which are still dealing with the devastating effects of
Cyclone Kenneth, further into crisis.>®> By end of 2020, conflict and violence had resulted in over half a million
displacements in Mozambique, the fourth largest number of new conflict displacements in the world in 2020.5 In
Eastern Africa, several countries also continue to experience sporadic violence and intermittent conflict. Al Shabab
attacks in Somalia, as well as State and regional armed operations against the militant group, continue to drive
people from their homes, while in South Sudan, despite a peace accord that has restored a degree of stability,
conflict between community militias continued in 2020.> One of the largest drivers of displacement in the Horn of
Africa and that has an effect on Eastern Africa is the ongoing conflict in Tigray, Ethiopia; clashes have cost thousands
of lives, and resulted in both internal and cross-border displacement in Tigray and neighbouring Afar and Amhara.>
An estimated 1.7 million people had been displaced by conflict and violence in Ethiopia at the end of 2020, the
third largest such figure in the world after the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Syrian Arab Republic.*’
Thousands also fled the country due to the violence, many hosted in neighbouring Sudan.®®

Eastern Africa continues to simultaneously host as well as be the origin of some of the largest refugee
populations in the world. In 2020, South Sudan was origin of the fourth largest number of refugees globally (over
2 million).>® Somalia, another country in the subregion affected by years of conflict and violence, was the origin of
over 800,000 refugees.®® East and Horn of Africa and the Great Lakes continue to be the origin of most African
refugees, with more than 5 million from countries in the region in 2020.5" The region also hosted a significant
number of refugees (around 4.5 million) in 2020.2 Uganda, with more than 1.4 million refugees, was the fourth
largest host country of refugees in the world, most from South Sudan.®® Several countries in the subregion, such
as Uganda, have maintained their open-door policies, while also increasingly adopting progressive national refugee
frameworks, partly inspired by the Global Compact on Refugees.®

Extreme weather events, including floods, droughts and storms are affecting livelihoods in the subregion,
often resulting in large displacements. Several countries in Eastern Africa, already beleaguered by conflict and
violence, have experienced devastating disasters over the last two years. Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia and South Sudan,
for example, were affected by some of the worst floods in decades, which created the conditions for a catastrophic
locust outbreak that damaged livelihoods across the region in 2020.%° In South Sudan, disasters, especially floods,
were responsible for over 440,000 new disaster displacements in 2020.¢ In the same year, around 664,000 new
disaster displacements were recorded in Ethiopia.” Several countries in Southern Africa were also affected by
slow- and rapid-onset disasters. In Mozambique, for example, a country still reeling from the devastating effects
of Cyclones Idai and Kenneth, Cyclone Eloise, which made landfall in January 2021, left hundreds of thousands of
people in need of humanitarian assistance.®® In countries such as the United Republic of Tanzania, recent flooding
has also been linked to warming sea surface temperatures in the Indian Ocean, which contributes to La Nifa-like
conditions, and in parts of the country, severe droughts have resulted in the reduction of water levels in water
bodies such as Lake Tanganyika.®’” These climate effects impact on already existing migration drivers, including those
related to economic factors, with communities that depend on rain-fed agriculture being most affected.
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North Africa

The effects of COVID-19 and related movement restrictions on migrants and migration in North
Africa resulted in changes to irregular migration patterns, involuntary immobility, forced returns and
discrimination. While North Africa remains a major area of transit for migrants from other parts of Africa
trying to make their way to Europe, border closures in the subregion led to a decline in the overall number of
migrants departing to Europe via the Mediterranean Sea in 2020.”° However, there was wide variation across the
different routes from North Africa, with the number of people using the Central Mediterranean route, for example,
increasing in 2020 compared with 2019.”" The pandemic and related measures to contain it also had adverse and
unique impacts on migrants, including those held in detention in countries with major protection challenges such as
Libya, where overcrowding, poor sanitation and the lack of safe water have made them vulnerable to contracting
COVID-19.72 Other migrants in the subregion have found themselves stranded because of border closures or
due to the suspension of voluntary return programmes.” In some cases, migrants have been forcibly returned by
authorities, leaving them stranded in the desert”* The forced return of migrants from North Africa and other
parts of world prompted the United Nations Network on Migration (UNNM) to issue a statement calling for the
suspension of these measures during the pandemic.”®> However, some countries in North Africa, such as Algeria
— in agreement with origin countries including Mali — did temporarily lift travel restrictions and allowed IOM,
for example, to facilitate the safe return of stranded migrants.”® The pandemic also inflicted a significant financial
toll on a large number of migrants in the subregion, as many lost their sources of income. Migrants have also
experienced discrimination and stigmatization, compounded with being excluded from vital services such as health
care, although some countries, such as Egypt, have included migrants in their health-care responses and vaccination
plans.”” Furthermore, women migrants have been disproportionately affected by COVID-19, and in countries such
as Tunisia, women have not only reported more frequent losses in income than men, but there has also been an
increase in the risk of sexual exploitation.”®

North Africa receives some of the largest international remittances globally, driven by the subregion’s
significant emigrant population. Emigration, particularly from Maghreb countries such as Algeria, Morocco and
Tunisia, has long been a feature in North Africa.”” Other countries in the subregion, including Egypt, also have
large emigrant populations. Europe and Asia are the two major destinations for migrants from North Africa. In
2020, there was a combined total of more than 5 million migrants in Europe from Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia.®
While Europe is the primary destination for migrants from these three countries, Asian countries, particularly
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) States, are the main destination for migrants from Egypt.®' Nearly one million
Egyptian migrants, for example, were living in Saudi Arabia in 2020, while around 900,000 were in the United Arab
Emirates and over 400,000 in Kuwait.8 Given its large diaspora, the subregion has over the years become one of
the largest recipients of international remittances in the world. In 2020, international remittance inflows to Egypt
reached a record USD 30 billion, making it the fifth largest recipient globally.® Despite the COVID-19 pandemic,
remittances to Egypt increased by around 11 per cent, while in Morocco they rose by 6.5 per cent8* Remittances
to Morocco and Tunisia account for more than 5 per cent of GDP, while in Egypt this figure is at over 8 per cent.®
International remittance flows to the subregion could potentially grow further, as the European Union (EU) seeks
to enhance legal migration pathways to the region through instruments such as the EU Talent Pool and Talent
Partnerships, part of the New EU Pact on Migration and Asylum; North Africa is one of the subregions that would
benefit from these new schemes.®

North Africa continues to be the origin and destination of a large number of refugees and IDPs, with
conflict and violence playing major roles in driving displacement within and from the subregion. For
a decade, countries such as Libya have been embroiled in conflict and political instability, forcing hundreds of
thousands of people from their homes and severely limiting access to basic services.” Humanitarian assistance
delivery has also often been hampered, while services such as water, health and education infrastructure are
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regularly targeted.®® In 2020, there were more than 278,000 IDPs in Libya, many displaced by conflict and violence.®
While a ceasefire signed in October 2020 has resulted in a reduction in hostilities, over a million people continue to
be in need of humanitarian assistance.”® The Sudan also continues to experience a complex political, humanitarian
and political situation. Violent conflict in areas such as Kordofan and Darfur have displaced many, while the country
continues to host one of the largest refugee populations in the world, most from South Sudan.’ Other refugees
in the Sudan include those from neighbouring countries such as Ethiopia and Eritrea, as well as those from more
distant countries in conflict, including Yemen and the Syrian Arab Republic.”? By the end of 2020, the Sudan hosted
around 1 million refugees and over 2.3 million IDPs.?

Many migrants across the subregion continue to endure a multitude of protection challenges, with women
and girls particularly vulnerable to abuse. In addition to verbal and physical attacks, migrants have encountered
exploitation, as well as poor living conditions.” These realities are further compounded in countries with weak rule
of law and where militias or smugglers and traffickers act with impunity. In Libya, migrants have regularly been taken
and held in “official” detention centres, where they have faced a multitude of abuses.”® Other migrants have ended
up in warehouses or unofficial detention centres and left at the mercy of smugglers and traffickers.” International
organizations are often denied access to these centres, leaving many in appalling conditions.” However, these
realities are not limited only to detained migrants; many in urban settings are confronted with barriers to accessing
basic needs and services and are exposed to difficult, impoverished living conditions.”® Women and girls have
particularly been subjected to abuse such as rape, including during their journeys to and through the subregion.”

North Africa remains a major transit hub and point of departure for migrants from the subregion and
those from sub-Saharan Africa trying to make their way to Europe and beyond. Tens of thousands of
migrants attempt to reach Europe from North Africa using two major routes, the Central Mediterranean routes
(mainly from Libya and Tunisia to ltaly) and the Western Mediterranean routes (largely from Morocco and Algeria
to Spain)."® Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, there was an increase in arrivals on both the Central and Western
Mediterranean routes in 2020. Arrivals in Europe on both routes saw an 86 per cent increase, from more than
41,000 to nearly 77,000."" Along the Central Mediterranean routes to ltaly, Tunisians comprised the largest number
of arrivals.'® The harrowing journeys across both routes result many deaths, and in 2020 alone, more than 1,500
migrants from West and North Africa heading to Spain, Malta and Italy were reported as dead or missing at sea.'®®
Many migrants rely on the services of smugglers to get them to and through North Africa to Europe; those trying
to get to Libya from countries in sub-Saharan Africa, for example, are mainly smuggled along two routes, including
the Western route (used by West Africans through the Niger, Mali and Algeria), and the Eastern route (used largely
by migrants from East Africa through the Sudan and Chad). Migrants often endure abuse during these journeys,
with some becoming victims of trafficking, including being in situations where they are unable to pay smugglers
upon arrival at their destination.'™

Asia'®

Asia — home to around 4.6 billion people — was the origin of over 40 per cent of the world’s international migrants
in 2020 (around 115 million). In the same year, more than half (69 million) were residing in other countries in
Asia, a significant increase from 2015, when around 61 million were estimated to be living within the continent. As
shown in the middle panel of Figure 8, intraregional migration in Asia has increased significantly over time, rising
from 35 million in 1990. Considerable growth has also occurred in Asian-born migrant populations in Northern
America and Europe over the last two decades. In 2020, migration from Asia to Northern America reached
17.5 million, rising slightly from 17.3 million in 2015, whereas in Europe, migration from Asia stood at 23 million



74 Migration and migrants: Regional dimensions and developments

in 2020, increasing from almost 20 million in 2015. Migration from Asia to Northern America and Europe drove
much of the increase in the number of Asian migrants outside the region, reaching a total of more than 46 million
extraregional migrants in 2020.

The number of non-Asian-born migrants in Asia has remained at relatively low levels since 1990. Europeans
comprise the largest group of migrants from outside Asia in the region. These numbers include migrants from
the European part of the former Soviet Union now living in Central Asia. During the same period, the number of
Africans — the other sizable group of migrants in Asia — has grown.

Figure 8. Migrants to, within and from Asia, 1990-2020
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Note: ~ “Migrants to Asia” refers to migrants residing in the region (i.e. Asia) who were born in one of the other regions
(e.g. Europe or Africa). “Migrants within Asia” refers to migrants born in the region (i.e. Asia) and residing outside
their country of birth, but still within the Asian region. “Migrants from Asia” refers to people born in Asia who
were residing outside the region (e.g. in Europe or Northern America).
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The two Asian “population giants”, India and China, have the largest absolute numbers of migrants living abroad
(Figure 9). It is important to add that these large absolute numbers of emigrants constitute small shares of the
total populations of India and China. Migrants from China made up the fourth largest population of foreign-born
migrants in the world after India, Mexico and the Russian Federation. Just over 2 million Chinese-born emigrants
resided in the United States, which was also home to other large Asian migrant groups from India, the Philippines
and Viet Nam. Other countries with large numbers of migrants residing abroad include Bangladesh and the Syrian
Arab Republic.

In GCC countries, migrants make up high proportions of the total national populations (Figure 9). For example, in
2020, migrants accounted for 88 per cent of the population in the United Arab Emirates; almost 73 per cent in
Kuwait; 77 per cent in Qatar; and 55 per cent in Bahrain. Many migrants came from Africa, South Asia (e.g. India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal), and South-East Asia (e.g. Indonesia and the Philippines).

It is also important to note that current data on foreign-born migrants also partly reflect significant historical
events, such as the 1947 Partition, resulting in the mass displacement of people from and to India and Pakistan.
This is evident in 2020 data, which show that nearly 5 million and over 3 million foreign-born migrants, respectively,
resided in the two countries.

Figure 9. Top 20 Asian migrant countries/territories, 2020
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Note 1: The population size used to calculate the percentage of immigrants and emigrants is based on the UN DESA total resident
population of the country, which includes foreign-born populations.

Note 2: “Immigrant” refers to foreign-born migrants residing in the country. “Emigrant” refers to people born in the country who were
residing outside their country of birth in 2021.



76 Migration and migrants: Regional dimensions and developments

Asian countries issued some of the very earliest COVID-19-related international and internal movement restrictions
to contain the spread of the virus. As in regions such as Africa, international travel controls came into effect earlier
than internal restrictions, with measures such as screening arrivals put in place as early as January 2020 (Figure
10). These were quickly followed by quarantine measures and the banning of arrivals from some regions, with total
border closures only put in place from around March 2020, by which time virtually all countries in the region had
some form of international travel control.

Markedly, nearly all countries in Asia maintained international travel restrictions such as screening arrivals throughout
2020, and by mid-June 2021 this measure was still in place for most countries. Quarantine measures dropped only
slightly, while international controls, including bans on arrivals and total border closures, fell over time, with the
latter declining much more sharply.

Internal movement restrictions, typically imposed some time after international controls, saw a significant increase
from around mid-March 2020, before beginning to decline in mid-May. This decline was not uniform across all
measures, however, with restrictions such as recommendations not to travel between regions or cities — both
specific and general — falling much more gradually than the rest of the measures. However, all internal controls did
see slight increases at various points, including during the first quarter of 2021.

Figure 10. COVID-19-related travel controls in Asia: International and internal,
January 2020 to June 2021
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Notes: ~ Categories used are those of the Oxford Government Response Tracker; categories included in the data set are for
COVID-19-related restrictions only and do not reflect other travel restrictions that may also be in place, such as those
related to visa restrictions, entry bans based on citizenship, departure/exit restrictions and internal movement restrictions.
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There was a very quick rise in the number of travel restrictions in Asia (intraregional and global) in the early months
of 2020. These restrictions began to decline gradually around the middle of that year. However, unlike regions such
as Africa, which saw a sharper decline in travel restrictions within the region compared with other global regions,
this dynamic is flipped in Asia, with greater intraregional travel controls throughout 2020 and the first half of 2021
(see Figure 11). Health measures increased over time and by late 2020, those imposed on countries outside of
Asia had surpassed extraregional travel controls. However, health measures (within the region) began to decline
around October 2020, with less than 40 per cent of country-to-country corridors maintaining these measures as
of 30 June 2021.

Figure 11. COVID-19-related international travel measures in Asia: March 2020 to June 2021
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Notes:  Health-related measures include health screening and monitoring, testing/medical certificates and quarantine measures.
Travel restrictions include passenger restrictions based on nationality or arrival from a geographic location. See the
DTM Mobility restrictions page for more information on the methodology.

In 2020, India and China received the largest amounts of international remittances in Asia, with a combined total
of more than USD 140 billion. Other major remittance recipients included the Philippines, Pakistan and Bangladesh
(see Figure 12). As a percentage of GDP, some of the most significant recipients in 2020 were Lebanon (33%),
Kyrgyzstan (29%), Tajikistan (27%) and Nepal (24%). Compared with 2019, inward remittance flows to Asia
decreased modestly by around 2 per cent in 2020. In India, the region’s largest recipient country, remittances fell
by just 0.2 per cent, reaching USD 83 billion. In Pakistan, however, remittances rose by over 17 per cent to a
record high of USD 26 billion.

In terms of remittance outflows, two GCC countries — the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia — were the
largest and second largest source countries of remittances in Asia. Remittances sent from the United Arab Emirates
reached USD 43 billion in 2020, although this was a decline from 2019, when outflows amounted to nearly
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USD 45 billion. Remittances from Saudi Arabia, however, increased in the same period, rising from USD 31 billion
in 2019 to USD 34 billion in 2020. Other countries, such as China, Qatar and the Republic of Korea were also
the source of significant remittance outflows.

Figure 12. Top Asian international remittance recipient and source countries, 2019 and 2020
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International displacement within and from Asia is a major feature of the region, as shown in Figure 13. The Syrian
Arab Republic and Afghanistan were the top origin countries of refugees in the world in 2020. The impact of
the Syrian conflict on displacement can clearly be seen in Figure 13, with refugees and asylum seekers from the
Syrian Arab Republic dwarfing numbers from the rest of the subregion. In 2020, the vast majority of refugees
from Asian countries lived in neighbouring countries. Refugees from the Syrian Arab Republic, for example, were
predominantly hosted in Turkey (more than 3.6 million), Lebanon (around 0.9 million) and Jordan (nearly 0.7 million),
while refugees from Afghanistan, whose numbers declined slightly from 2.7 million in 2019 to 2.6 million in 2020,
were largely hosted in Pakistan and the Islamic Republic of Iran. However, events in Afghanistan in mid-2021 related
to the withdrawal of allied troops and the speedy resurgence of the Taliban will undoubtedly see the number of
refugees from Afghanistan increase for 2021. Due to violence against and persecution of the Rohingya, Myanmar
was the country of origin of the third largest refugee population in the region and the fifth largest number of
people displaced across borders globally in 2020, with most of these refugees hosted in Bangladesh. As shown in
Figure 13, it is also important to note that origin countries such as Irag, Pakistan and the Islamic Republic of Iran
are also themselves hosting refugees.
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Figure 13. Top 10 Asian countries by total refugees and asylum seekers, 2020
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Note:  “Hosted” refers to those refugees and asylum seekers from other countries who are residing in the receiving country
(right-hand side of the figure); “abroad” refers to refugees and asylum seekers originating from that country who
are outside of their origin country. The top 10 countries are based on 2020 data and are calculated by combining
refugees and asylum seekers in and from countries.

The largest new internal displacements in Asia resulted from disasters (Figure 14). China had approximately 5 million
new disaster displacements at the end of 2020. Notably, the Philippines recorded nearly as many new disaster
displacements as China, with over 4 million new disaster displacements. Moreover, disasters such as flooding
caused by monsoons, landslides and intense cyclones triggered large-scale displacements in 2020 in Bangladesh
(more than 4 million), India (nearly 4 million) and Viet Nam (around 1 million). Conflicts also contributed to new
internal displacements in Asia, with the Syrian Arab Republic recording the largest number (almost 2 million). Other
countries that experienced large conflict displacements include Afghanistan (404,000) and Yemen (143,000). The
humanitarian crisis in Yemen is one of the most severe globally; two intense rainy seasons between February and
September; which displaced over 200,000 people in 2020, exacerbated an already existing humanitarian crisis in
the country.
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Figure 14. Top 20 Asian countries by new internal displacements (disaster and conflict), 2020
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Notes:  New displacements refers to the number of displacement movements that occurred in 2020, not the total accumulated stock
of IDPs resulting from displacement over time. New displacement figures include individuals who have been displaced more than
once and do not correspond to the number of people displaced during the year.

The population size used to calculate the percentage of new disaster and conflict displacements is based on the total resident
population of the country per 2021 UN DESA population estimates, and the percentage is for relative illustrative purposes only.

Key features and developments in Asia'®

Middle East

Migrants in the subregion experienced significant challenges posed by COVID-19 and related travel
and movement restrictions, which exacerbated existing health vulnerabilities, worsened their economic
conditions, left many stranded and forced thousands to return to their home countries. In several GCC
countries, for example, migrants have been at increased risk of contracting COVID-19 due to overcrowded living
conditions and the nature of their work, as well as inadequate access to health care."”” Moreover, as countries locked
down and companies were forced to close their operations, many migrants also lost their jobs or experienced
payment delays, affecting their ability to meet basic needs or pay off debts.'® Many were forced to return to their
countries of origin.'® The Kafala system, which ties migrant workers to their employers, exacerbated the poor
working and living conditions for many migrant workers in the Gulf. These conditions were particularly difficult for
domestic workers, who, due to lockdowns, were sometimes stuck with abusive employers."® Irregular migrants
in detention centres in countries such as Saudi Arabia and Yemen were a source of concern, with fears that their
cramped and unhygienic living conditions made them extremely vulnerable to getting COVID-19.""" The closure



WORLD MIGRATION REPORT 2022 81

of borders also left many migrants in the Gulf and elsewhere in the subregion stranded. In Yemen, thousands
of migrants trying to cross to Saudi Arabia were left stuck, often with no food, shelter or water.""? IDPs and
refugees in the Middle East were also affected by the pandemic. Their crowded living conditions in countries
such as Lebanon meant that many refugees were at increased risk of exposure to COVID-19.""* However, several
countries in the region including Lebanon have over time included migrants in their health-care responses, such
as the ongoing vaccination campaigns.'™* Others such as Morocco and Jordan are also including migrants in their
national COVID-19 vaccination programmes.'’

While there has been progress in terms of conflict resolution and peacebuilding in several countries,
conflict and violence remain the biggest drivers of displacement in the subregion. Ceasefire agreements
in countries such as Iraq resulted in a decline of displacements, but new government offensives in the Syrian
Arab Republic and Yemen were responsible for driving large numbers of people out of their homes.""® The 2020
Syrian Government offensive in Idlib Governorate resulted in the single largest displacement event since the war
started."”” Meanwhile, fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh in September 2020, following months of tension between
Armenia and Azerbaijan, led to many deaths and many thousands displaced during the two months of conflict.'"®
This was the biggest escalation of conflict between the two countries since the 1994 truce."” While a ceasefire
between Azerbaijan, Armenia and the Russian Federation, signed in November 2020, led to a de-escalation of
hostilities,'® many people remain displaced, and by end of 2020, tens of thousands were still in need of humanitarian
assistance.'”!

Some countries in the region have suffered significant disasters in recent years, and there is ongoing
concern that displacement due to climate change could sharply increase. Several countries in the Middle
East are vulnerable to the impacts of climate change and weather-related disasters, and for some already in
conflict, disasters have aggravated ongoing humanitarian crises. In 2020, floods displaced more people in Yemen
than conflict and violence, with nearly a quarter of a million new displacements.'”? Yemen’s recent twin challenges
— large-scale disaster and conflict displacements — underscore the complexity of the country’s humanitarian crisis.
Other countries such as Jordan, Lebanon and the Syrian Arab Republic have also experienced recurrent floods
in recent years, exacerbating the conditions of refugees and IDPs living in camps.'”? Further, while identifying
displacement driven by slow-onset hazards such as desertification is difficult, there is evidence to suggest that in
countries such as the Syrian Arab Republic the extended drought that devastated livelihoods prior to the start to
the conflict may have played a role in the complex set of factors that triggered the country’s civil war.'*

The region continues to host and is the origin of some of the largest number of refugees and asylum
seekers globally. With nearly seven million refugees from the country in 2020, the Syrian Arab Republic remains
the largest origin of refugees in the world.”® Other countries in the subregion such as Iraq also had a significant
number of their populations displaced across borders. In addition, the Middle East continues to be one of the
largest destinations for refugees, most from countries within the subregion.'” Lebanon and Jordan, for example,
rank among the top five hosts of refugees globally (as a share of national population).' One in eight people in
Lebanon and one in 15 people in Jordan is a refugee, many of whom are from the Syrian Arab Republic or the
Palestinian Territories.'”” Around 5.7 million refugees from the Palestinian Territories, under the mandate of United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), are hosted within the
subregion, making the Middle East one of the largest host subregions for refugees in the world.'”
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Central Asia

Heavily reliant on international remittances, Central Asia suffered a significant decline in remittance
inflows in 2020 due to the pandemic. Because of lockdowns and movement restrictions in key destination
countries such as the Russian Federation, many migrant workers from the subregion lost their jobs, incurred
significant salary cuts, or were forced to take unpaid leave.”®® The loss of income had large economic impacts,
especially on countries such as Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan that rely heavily on international remittances. In 2020,
for example, remittances made up 29 per cent and 27 per cent of GDP in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, respectively.
Remittance flows to Europe and Central Asia declined by nearly 10 per cent in 2020, while those from the Russian
Federation to countries such as Tajikistan and the Kyrgyzstan fell by 37 per cent and 17 per cent, respectively — a
result of COVID-19 impacts in the Russian Federation.”" Remittance flows into Central Asian countries largely
reflect migration patterns within and from the subregion, which are closely linked to work and income generation.
The Russian Federation, the largest destination for migrants from the subregion, remains the biggest source country
of remittances to Central Asian countries.”® Outward migration, which has long featured in Central Asia, all but
came to a halt as destination countries closed their borders, leaving many potential migrant workers stuck and
unable to leave their country.’3 Meanwhile, border closures also stranded thousands of migrants trying to return
to their countries of origin, including while transiting through Kazakhstan, which grants transit permission for those
returning by land to Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan.'*

Central Asia has experienced significant disaster events in recent years, resulting in the displacement of
tens of thousands of people. With the subregion experiencing increasingly warmer temperatures, some recent
sudden-onset disasters have been linked to the growing impacts of climate change. In 2020 alone, heavy rains
and severe flooding in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan led to 70,000 and 32,000 new displacements, respectively.'®
Environmental changes are projected to increase the occurrence and intensity of these types of disasters and
could result in further displacement in the subregion. People living in grasslands face even greater risks than those
living in drylands and are more exposed to the damage wrought by torrential rains and floods.” These disasters
are a threat to people’s livelihoods; as severe storms, droughts, wildfires, floods and mudflows intensify, there are
increasing risks to agricultural production, causing food insecurity on a large scale in the region.'”

Most international migrants in Central Asia moved to other regions, mainly toward the Russian Federation,
by far the most important destination for migrants from the subregion. Nearly 5 million migrants from
Central Asia were living in the Russian Federation by end of 2020."*® Most of these, over 2.5 million, were born
in Kazakhstan.'® Migrants born in Uzbekistan comprised the second largest group (over 1 million)."® Around
40 per cent of the Russian Federation’s international migrants in 2020 were from Central Asia.'"*" A significant
number of these are migrant workers, who leave their countries due to high levels of unemployment and in search
of better remuneration and working conditions in the Russian Federation. Kazakhstan, with its growing economy
driven by natural resources such as oil, has also become a destination for migrants from the subregion.'*?

While migration from Central Asia is overwhelmingly male dominated, women from the subregion are
also increasingly moving to countries such as the Russian Federation as migrant workers. While men have
traditionally comprised most migrant workers from the subregion, there has also been a growing number of women
labour migrants working in the Russian Federation in recent years."* Many women labour migrants in Central Asia
are from Kyrgyzstan; around 51 per cent of Kyrgyz migrants in the Russian Federation, for example, are women.'*
Most work in the services sector, including catering and as domestic workers.' To a lesser degree, there is also a
growing number of women migrants from other countries in the subregion, such as Tajikistan. Women comprise



WORLD MIGRATION REPORT 2022 83

around 41 per cent of all Tajik migrants in the Russian Federation (42% of Tajik migrants worldwide)."* The lack
of economic opportunities or the search for higher wages and better working conditions explain most emigration
from Central Asia. Other factors, however, such as forced, early and servile marriage, also play a role. In Kyrgyzstan,
the practice known as “bride kidnapping” has been shown to contribute to emigration, with some women using
migration to escape forced and early marriage."” While labour migration has helped some of these countries to
reduce unemployment by exporting excess workforce and thus benefiting from remittance inflows, it has also put
strain on many households and contributed to family breakdown.'*®

Eastern Asia

The pandemic increased incidents of xenophobia and discrimination against migrants within and from
the subregion, while border restrictions had widespread impacts on migration and mobility. Cases of
discrimination and xenophobia against Chinese migrants and their descendants in other parts of the world were
widely reported.” In some instances, people perceived to be of Chinese descent were physically attacked, as they
were increasingly and incorrectly associated with COVID-19 transmission.” On the other hand, there was reporting
of discriminatory practices toward migrants during early pandemic responses within the subregion in relation to a
wide range of measures, such as quarantine requirements, mask rationing, and access to social benefits and local
government subsidies, being based on nationality alone.™' Moreover, lockdown measures and travel restrictions left
many migrants unable to return to their countries of employment. In early 2020, for example, Japan prohibited
the entry of non-Japanese nationals or permanent residents, as well as people who held work permits, but had
temporarily left the country for holiday or work.’®? These restrictions also disrupted recent efforts, including by
countries such as Japan, to fill labour shortages by further increasing the number of migrant workers in the country.
Similarly, the Republic of Korea also experienced declines in the arrival of migrant workers.'3

With millions of its population living abroad, China has one of the largest transnational communities in
the world and remains among the top recipients of international remittances. There were an estimated
10 million Chinese international migrants in 2020, with large numbers living in Canada, Italy, Australia, the Republic
of Korea, Japan, the United States and Singapore.” China’s large diaspora population means that the country
receives a significant share (nearly 9%) of the world’s global remittances (USD 702 billion). In 2020, inflows of
international remittances to China came second only to India, with the country receiving nearly USD 60 billion."*
In addition to ranking as one of the largest remittance recipients, China was the third largest sender of remittances
in Asia (more than USD 18 billion) after the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia, a reflection of the growing
number of international migrants in the country.’

In addition to being the origin of some of the largest numbers of international students globally, Eastern
Asia has increasingly become a key destination for students from other subregions. China is the largest
origin country of international students in the world, with most residing in Northern America.””” There were an
estimated 372,000 Chinese students in the United States during the 2019-2020 academic year, with graduate
students driving most of the recent growth."® Other countries in the subregion with significant numbers studying
abroad are the Republic of Korea and Japan.™™ Eastern Asia has also increasingly become a major destination
for international students. Some countries, such as China, have long implemented policies and plans to attract
international students and within the last few years, the country had become the largest destination in Asia, with
nearly half a million international students.'® Most of these students came from other countries in Asia and from
Africa.'®" Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Republic of Korea and Japan also saw their international student
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numbers rise. By April 2020, the Republic of Korea had more than 153,000 international students enrolled in
Korean colleges and universities, although this was a decline from the previous year (around 160,000) due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.'®? Like China, most students in the Republic of Korea were from other countries in Asia.

The subregion has experienced some large disaster displacements in recent years, most occurring in
China. In 2020, there were more than 5 million new disaster displacements in China, the worst in nearly five
years.'® These were also the largest disaster displacement events anywhere in the world."** Most displacements
took place during the flooding season, and in addition to driving people from their homes, they resulted in hundreds
of deaths and billions of U.S. dollars in economic losses.'®> While factors such as land use and construction on
floodplains have contributed to the recent displacements, climate change and climate variability also play a role.'¢
Natural disasters have become unpredictable and highly destructive in recent years, as heatwaves and severe rains
have intensified in China."®” Indeed, recent floods in China have been caused by extreme precipitation, with the
average intensity, as well as the quantity and duration of precipitation in the south of the country, for example,
among the highest in decades.'® Other countries in the subregion, such as Japan, have also experienced large
displacements in recent years. Around 186,000 new disaster displacements were recorded in Japan in 2020.'¢°

Southern Asia

The pandemic prompted the mass return of millions of mig